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St. John’s September Newsletter 

"Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who 
has come from God." John 3:2  
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Pastor Steve Edmiston 

September is a month for transitions.  The school year begins in earnest with new 
opportunities to learn, games to plays, instruments to practice, it’s all here.  Sep-
tember also begins in summer, with warm days still filling our lives, until the 22nd, 
which is the first official day of autumn.  Some people think of September as the 
beginning of a “program year.”  It stands as a time of transition. 

 

One thing here at St. John’s doesn’t change or transition.  It is still the “green and 
growing season after Pentecost.”  Here in church, we are still sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, still joining with the disciples and the crowds learning from Jesus how to 
live and move and have our being as children of God.  We allow Jesus to plant the 
love of God deep into our lives of faith and then we strive to grow and bear fruit.  
I hope that you will all take some time and join us in worship as we gather to learn 
and grow, to give praise and thanksgiving to God in song and prayer. 

 

In our month of September, we do have some excit-
ing things happening.  First, we will have a cate-
chism class beginning.  It has been a while but we 
have a class and so I ask you to keep them in your 
prayers.  Also, on Sunday, September 13 we will 
host a Memorial Concert honoring the 25th anniver-
sary of September 11.  There will be a variety of 
groups, some local and others from Ohio State, 
joining together for this solemn moment.  Join us 
for the concert that begins at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Transitions are a part of living, from vacation to 
school, from summer to autumn, they are a part of 
life.  May the reliable, unwavering, faithful love of 
God fill you all this month as we greet this month 
with joy. 

 

Pastor Steve 
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Lori Holt 

Donuts ! 
Every first Sunday of 
the month, 9:30 am, we 
will be having a fellow-

ship gathering in our 
church “Christ and Cof-

fee” bar for coffee, donuts, 
and fellowship!  

Quilting Circle 

to meet 

Wednesday,  

Sept. 23    9 am 

Dorothy Love  

Monthly Worship Service  

10 am, September 15 

Pastor Steve presiding. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Can you believe it’s September!?! This month sum-
mer ends and autumn begins! I’m usually really 
pumped for this, but this summer has been beautiful-
ly mild! I could take every summer like this! 

Of course, September means all the schools are in 
session. Extracurriculars are in full gear!! Please get 
out and support the youth in our communities: 
whether cross country, golf, football, soccer, chess, 
tennis, volleyball, cheerleading, performing in 
school plays, singing in chorus, marching in the 
band or anything in which they are involved. It 
means a lot to them!  

O, Lord our God, please bless this month as our sea-
sons change. Bless the children as they continue 
with this year of academics and everything in which 
they are involved; and let them remember to give 
you thanks for everything, all the time. Bless their 
coaches and directors that they will listen to their 
wisdom and heed their guidance. Amen. 

      Happy Birthday, Stephanie! 

      Love in Christ,            

        Lori 

Altar Guild Volunteer 

September 

Kathie Fields 

Pat Mullen 
We Need Volunteers! 

Sign up today! 
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Summer is almost over with schools starting up and our plan was to have a weeklong side-
walk sale to open the school year, but the incessant rain cancelled that plan. However, we 
are still going to have a back-to-school sidewalk sale, but it now 
will be the week of our Fall changeover. The changeover is only 
going to be putting Fall clothes out. No more major moving 
changes due to getting comments on how great the shop 
looks…YAY!! 

Our flowers are full and very colorful, and they make the front 
of the house look beautiful.  

We are in need for morning cashiers at the shop, so if you are 
interested let me know. The hours are 10-1pm, (937) 492-0337. 

Last month the monetary need was for gas vouchers and a couple of birth certificates. We 
gave $377.58 to help 22 people.  

Also, we helped 24 people with In-kind assistance of $186.00.  The main need was for 
clothes and shoes as well as a need for sleeping bags and of course God provided with peo-
ple donating several bags along with pillows and blankets.  
 

God’s word in Romans 8:28(ESV): And we know that for those who love God all things 

work together for good, for those are called according to his purpose.” 

To the Congregation, I am so grateful for a new roof and for you to stand with me in this 

great mission! Thank you for believing in what we can do in the thrift shop! God bless you 

all.   Melissa Barhorst 

St. John’s Thrift Shop           Melissa Barhorst, Director 

X 



 

5 

St. John’s Church Council 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
August 10, 2026 
CALL TO ORDER: President, Myron Koester 
OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston 
 
AGENDA REVIEW:  Addition: New business – Communication from Bob Leonard on behalf of Memorial Committee.  
*Tina Ike moved to approve as amended, Patt Mullen seconded. Motion passed.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

Online Giving 
Dave Bollheimer shared that online giving could be set up with Tithely or Realm.  He negotiated both to within $100 

of each other on price.  Both will work and since Realm is our current church software we feel it would be more 
streamlined to link to an online giving process.   *Pastor Steve moved to use Realm for online giving, Fred Bill-
ing seconded.  Motion passed.  

Memorial Committee update 
Bob Leonard shared from Memorial Committee that they are holding on pursuing an audit until such time that 

Church Council comes up with an option.   After discussion it was decided that Myron would provide Dave 
Bollheimer’s contact information to Monnier Accountants and ask that they reach out to him.  Dave will review 
the cost and requirements of a basic audit and report back to us at the next meeting.  Bob also asked if it makes 
sense for Memorial Committee to continue to pay for St John’s radio broadcast.  Council feels it is still a viable 
source of ministry to the community and agrees we should continue. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 

None 
 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: A copy of the Secretary’s report was distributed with the agenda.  *Tina Ike moved to ac-
cept the report as submitted, Myron Koester seconded.  Motion passed. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: A copy of the Treasurer’s report was distributed with the agenda.  *Kathy Vogler moved 
to accept the report as submitted, Deb Mertz seconded.  Motion passed.   
 
STAFF REPORTS 

Pastor Report: Summer continues – green season is through the end of October; VBS was awesome with 19 kids; 
Baptism of Lennon May Cook was on 8/9; today is 6th anniversary of Pr. Steve’s first council meeting; Blessing 
of the backpacks will be on Sun 8/16; St John’s is hosting the Sept 11th Memorial concert on 9/13 at 5:30 pm; 
also on 9/13 is the open house church tour and we will provide cookies and punch; St. John’s may host a Holi-
day concert on Dec 13th. 

Volunteer Coordinator Report: No report submitted.   
Thrift Shop Report: Financial report enclosed hereto.  Melissa also sent a thank you card for the new Thrift Shop 

roof which repaired the damage from a recent storm.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Ministry – Education & Youth (Michelle & Myron): Per Pr. Steve VBS was a success. 
Ministry – Music & Worship (Deb & Steve): Per Deb, on Sept 13, St John’s will host a Memorial Concert with 250 

Orchestra, 250 Choir, 250 Bell Choir, Methodist Men’s Choir, OSU Ensemble, Irish Strings and more.  It will 
last around 90 min or so. 

Outreach – Evangelism (Kathy & Kaleb): Per Kathy, we had a booth at the Farmer’s Market prior to VBS to hand 
out information on VBS.  We will be having Trunk or Treat in conjunction with the Fall Festival on Oct 10.    

Outreach – Parish Life (Ann & Pat): No report. 
Operations – Finance: No report.      
Operations – Property (Josh, Bob, Fred, Norb): Per Josh, the roof project for the Thrift Shop went very well. 

PRAYER REQUESTS Lynn’s daughter Olivia and Tina’s daughter Georgia both due soon with babies.  
DEVOTIONS: Norb Mertz 
INFORMATION: 

Sign-up sheets for communion assistants and devotions. 
Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, August 25th                   
Next Council Meeting: Monday September 14th, 7pm.  Committee mtgs 6:30.  

ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Fred Billing, Dave Bollheimer, Pastor Steve Edmiston, Ann Hubler, Tina Ike, Myron Koester, Bob Loomis, 
Deb Mertz, Norb Mertz, Pat Mullen, Kathy Vogler, Josh Ward.  Absent:  Michelle Cavinder, Kaleb Headings, Steve 
Holt.  
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Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to: 

Elaine Boughner, 736 Stratford Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365 

Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365 

Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365 

Dick Wilson,  5577 Heathrow Dr., Powell, Oh 43065-7970 
 

Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365 

Christine Weber-A03   Brenda Riddle, A-23 
   

Dorothy Love Apartments: 2400 N. Kuther Rd., Sidney, Oh  

Margaret Ike, Apt. 213 

Gary Paul,  Apt. 324 

Dick Clark, Apt. 303N 

Shirley Sparks, Apt. 117 

 

Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh1150  

Residents:   Ellen Freytag 

 

Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road,  Sidney,  Oh 45365 

Resident: LeRue Gooder, Rm. 506  

Linda Steenrod, Rm. 802 

Nick Miller, Rm. 306 
 

Ayden Health Care (Piqua) 275 Kienle Drive, Piqua, Oh 45356 

Pamela Morgan Rm. 307 

St. John’s  

Lutheran Church 

Worship Services: 

 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 

Sunday School, 9:30 

am 

At St. John’s, we are given the opportunity to worship God, 
study His Word, and serve Him in many capacities, while at 
the same time enjoying Christian fellowship. Please consider 
ways that you can get involved! 

God’s Vision, 
Our Mission 

“Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you.  And 

remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

120 W. Water street 

Sidney, Ohio 

45365 

 

Phone:  937-492-8047 

Fax: 937-492-2462 

http://www.sidneystjohns.com 

 

 

St. John’s  

Thrift Shop 
319 South Ohio Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365 

Phone:  937-492-0337 
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