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Community service
Jocuses on drought

By Joyce Gibbs .

They came some 300 strong, farmers and city folks, Lutherans, Meth-
odists, Catholics and those of other falths, to sing and to pray and to listen
to sermons Wednesday night at a community prayer service at St. Johns
Lutheran Church in Sidney.

The ecumenical worship service was organized by the Shelby County
Ministeriul Association In response to the drought, the problems it has
caused and Is expected 10 cause.

A range of theological views were expressed during the prayers, read-
ings and sermons, bul (wo themes were expressed over and over by the
speakers: this country needs to return to the worship of God, and man Is
dependent on God as the creator of all.

The Rev. Richard Genzman, assoclate pastor of St. Johns Lutheran,
welcomed those attending the service, saying they had come as “the
people of God, dependent upon God's grace and mercy. which is suffi-
clent to meet all needs.”

“The drought is a problem that affects all of us,” said the Rev.
Jonathan Schriber, pastor of St. Johns Lutheran, in his message to the
congregation, “Yet as bad as this drought is, it’s not the only reason we're
here,” he sald.

The drought has provided “an opportunity for the people of God to
acknowledge him,” sald Schriber, “and to acknowledge their right rela-
tionship with him.”

“1 am not one who believes God would cause this drought to happen,”
sald Schriber. He added that he belleves God uses such trying situations
0 “speak to his people and to get their attention.”

“I think He has our attention,” sald Schriber.

“The rains will come, and renew and refresh the soll,” he continued.
“We need to open our hearts to God to let him water our lives" The
drought provides an opportunity for people to “learn about relying on
God Instead of ourselves,” said Schriber. “But most of all we need to
learn that all things are in God's hands.”

“He challenges us, as his children," said Schriber, “to use wisely and
carefully the gifts He has given us."

The Rev. Raymond Daniel, pastor of Memorial United Methodist
Church in Sidney, asked the congregation to consider the challenges that
faced General George Washington at Valley Forge and the leaders of this
country who drafted the Constitution in Philadelphia. Those leaders went
00 their knees “in prayer” when the challenges seemed insurmountable,
said Danlel,

“That my {riend is the spirit on which this nation was founded,” Danlel
continued. "Can you Imagine what would happen If our great legisiative
bodies were to talk less and pray more?"

The pastor urged those present to pray not just for rain, but for the
United States. “Truly this is a day for prayer and less talk,” he said.

Daniel added that in the Bible any mention of drought is connected to
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AREA RESIDENTS gather at a Wednesday night communi-
ty prayer service at St. Johns Lutheran Church. The ecu-
menical service was organized by the Shelby County Min-
Isterial Association in response to the drought and the prob-
lems it has caused. (Staff photo by Mike Grone)

“a call to confession™” and “a need 1o return to God.” When any natlon
turns away from God, he continued, “then God will chastize that nation.”

The Rev. Melvin Humes, pastor of the Greenview United Chureh of
Christ in Green Township, discussed the impact of the drought on farm-
ers and encouraged those present (o support farmers through prayer. He
also asked them to contact their legislators and urge the lawmakers to
provide heip to farmers hurt by the drought. “The farmer who places his
hope in God will never be disappointed,” Humes added.

Roger Lentz, executive director of the Shelby County Agricultural Sta-
bilization and Conservation Service, read “Consider Our Future,” a read-
Ing which stressed the importance of conservation and preservation of
the land for future generations.

In a prayer, the Rev. Joe Pumphrey, pastor of the First Christian
Church in Sidney, prayed that those affected by the dry conditions might
seek “'spirtual” refreshment. “For truly this drought will end,” said Pum-
phrey, “but our need of you (God) will never end.”

Ginny Leapley donated
these Sidney Daily
News articles about St.
John’s, from 1988. Enjoy!
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Shane Ellerbrock of Fike Movers Inc., Leip-
sic, clears dirt from the sidewalk in front of
St. John’s Lutheran Church parsonage, 132 W.
Water St., as work continues on preparing to
move the building from its current site to 528
S. Ohio Ave. The parsonage, which has been

July 23, 1988

On the move

purchased by Earl Vance of Sidney, is slated
to be moved Aug. 3. Vance said it’s a real
estate venture and he hopes to sell the build-
ing once it is relocated. The former site of
the parsonage will become a grass courtyard,
(Staff photo by Mike Grone)
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The weekend of August 8 and 9 marks my sixth anniversary as your pas-
tor. Stacey and I moved in the following week, but I was at my first Sat-
urday service on the 8" and did my first Sunday on the 9". I want to
thank you all for calling me to be your pastor. I thank the Holy Spirit
for guiding us all through the process. I hope that it is as healthy and
good for all of you as it is for me.

' |August is also filled with lots of celebrations. Birthdays and anniver-
\| saries little the calendar this month. For some, it is also the beginning of
a new school year. While a new school year can make some people sad, I
always look forward to it growing up. (’m weird that way.) So we can

pray for the students and the teachers, the aids and administrators, the
custodians an bus drivers that they all have a wonderful year filled with
opportunities to learn and grow.

‘I also want to assure you that church goes on and Sunday is always com-
ing. Join us to add your voice to the praise and thanksgiving we raise to
the Lord. Summer can feel a little slower, with some needed pauses to
/1, [rest and relax. I hope that your summer has been blessed so far and that

{1, s|you get to share those blessing far and wide.
Peace be with you, =
/_ Pastor Steve
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, b

I know I say something like this every month, but can you believe it’s August?!?
That just doesn't seem possible. Anyway, I certainly wish our Reds were doing bet- /
ter, but we still have plenty of season left! AND they seem to be, dare I say it, do-
ing better since the All-Star break!?!

Can you believe it? School starts this month! ~SCHO0 [CL/
Sidney begins August 18, 19 and 20. IS CO0L =
Russia begins August 19.

Hardin-Houston and Jackson Center both begin August 20.
Fairlawn begins August 20 and 21.

) Anna begins August 25.
Our college students will be continuing their education.
Please keep our students in your prayers that they will have a Wonderful year!
And I pray they will remember the words of Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.”
This month we will continue Pentecost. Please plan to join us always!!
“ |Happy Birthday, Sean!!
'e . ;
“" 1Love in Christ,
Lori
/ e i f \ r"’/ 9
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' ': Monthly Worship Service 10 am : . Altar Gifild Volunteer . P:." i "
\\_,: August 18 - ar :u ustu . | N -
L] Pastor Steve presiding. : : g :
: ‘ IIIIIIIIIIII "EPFEELE LorIHOIt u “. v
. X(j . We Need Volunteers! - R S o U
G - - _n_ H -- - Sign up today! = = Quilting Circle
- Coffee Time! . .. .
> |Every ﬁrst Sunday 0f thel EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERTY : TomeeT n
| month, 9:30 am, we will be I = Wednesday, 15-°*
| having a fellowship gathering in | (LA u .
| our church “Christ and Coffee” | ‘: = August 26 -
bar for coffee, donuts, and fel- | P r 9 am -
Llowship! I i @ . .
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‘I want to thank everyone for voting on a new roof for the thrift shop . ‘
: The roof was greatly needed, and I am so grateful for you believing in 0

o the mission of the thrift shop. Below, are before pictures of the old ¢ )¢

: roof as they were tearing it down and after pictures of the beautiful :

o roof finished. It took only two long days with the shop being closed for ¢

¢ the first day. :

: The need last month were gas cards and birth certificates with a water:

+ bill. We also had many sales over the first part of the summer season ¢ .

$ + that helped people, as well. :

:We will start clearing out the summer clothes to be ready for fall J )¢
¢ clothes. We have enough clothes along with the donations coming in 0-

: o+ daily, to finish us out for the summer.
0
D¢ < Isaiah 26:4 says “Trust ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord Jehovah ‘l .

0 is everlasting strength”

IN KIND: 20 for $161.00
CASH ASSISTANCE: 25 for 577.46
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Gt. Qelwn’s Chunch Ceuncil

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES

June 8, 2026 "
CALL TO ORDER: Vice-President, Kaleb Headings

OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston

AGENDA REVIEW: Addition: New Business- Request by Connie Cotner for the Thrivent Choice Dollars to be given to the /
Quilting Group. Motion to approve as submitted by Ann Hubler, seconded by Pat Mullen. Motion approved.

AGENDA REVIEW: Motion to accept- Pastor Steve, seconded by Kathy Vogler. Motion approved.

Kaleb informed the Council that he was checking the AED device along with the pads to ensure that replacements were not need-

ed. Also discussed that further training was not needed because the device gives explicit step-by-step instructions. No further

discussion or decision was warranted. Also, Kaleb brought up a request by the Senior Center to black top the grass strip between
" our north side driveway and their parking lot. An answer of “no” was given to the Senior Center, no further discussion needed.

NEW BUSINESS: The motion to move the Thrivent Choice Dollars from the Church account to the Quilting Group as submit-
ted, Pastor Steve made the motion, seconded by Josh Ward. Motion approved.
OLD BUSINESS: No Business to discuss.

TREASURER’S REPORT: A copy of the Treasurer’s report was distributed with the agenda. Dave hopes/plans to have more
information about Online Giving available by August. Kaleb Headings moved to accept the report as submitted, Pat Mullen se-
conded. Motion passed.

STAFF REPORTS: Pastor Steve reported that we are officially in the green and growing season. The weekly Bible Study con- .
cludes this week. Graduation Sunday was recently held and Lauren Maier, Houston High School was recognized. She plans on

attending Wright State Lake Campus. Joy Circle purchased new paraments and a dedication was held. Pastor Steve conducted a ’

SECRETARY’S REPORT: A copy of the Secretary’s report was distributed with the agenda. Ann Hubler made a motion to
accept the report as submitted. Pat Mullen seconded. Motion passed.

funeral at Cromes Funeral Home for the mother of Darrin Davis. He reminded all that we will have one service on July 5, 2026,
at 9:30 am. Pastor Steve may have enough names for a small catechism class this fall.
 Volunteer Coordinator Report: No report submitted.
Thrift Shop Report: Financial Report enclosed hereto.
{1 COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Ministry — Education & Youth: Per Michelle, still working on the schedule for VBS. Three parables will be the focus, one for
each night.
Ministry- Music and Worship (Deb & Steve)- Deb reported that Lima Strings are unable to attend/provide music at the 7/5/26
service. She is hoping to have some local musicians to perform.
Outreach- Evangelzsm (Kathy & Kaleb) Kathy put a notice for our congregation seeklng people from our church who want to
participate in the July 4™ parade. Suggested ideas, members driving classic cars, riders in golf carts, etc. Anyone interested in
., participating in the parade from St. John’s is asked to contact Lynn Pitchford. A detailed plan which includes the number of par-
O ticipants, and what manner of participation, must be submitted to Sidney Alive for approval, deadline is June 21, 2026.
' Outreach- Parish Life (Ann & Pat) Donuts will be available for the worship service 7-5-26.

\- Operations — Finance: No report

™

24 “» Ann Hubler, Secretary Pro temp

i

Operations- Property (Josh, Bob, Fred, Norb) Per Josh, east tower of the church was damaged (assuming it occurred during the

March storm). This damage was recently discovered (by Frost & Co.) on the roof of East tower, down through the electrical are-

as and ended in the men’s restroom in the basement. Frost & Company was contacted and the damage was inspected usinga "™
drone and a manual inspection. Pastor Steve and Josh passed around pictures of the damaged areas. The committee is waiting '
for an estimate from Frost & Company. As more information is available, the committee will share with the Council. ([‘\
Parking lot recently sealed and lined. Also, roofing samples for the Thrift Shop were presented to the office staff and a color was 4
chosen with Pastor Steve’s approval.

PRAYER REQUEST: Deb asked for prayers for her knee problems.

INFORMATION: .
Sign-up sheets communion assistants and devotions. .
Newsletter Deadline: Tuesday, July 21.

Next Council Meeting: August 11, 7 pm, Committee mtgs. 6:30.

ATTENDANCE:

Present: Dave Bollheimer, Michelle Cavinder, Pastor Steve Edmiston, Kaleb Headings, Steve Holt, Ann Hubler, Deb Mertz,

Norb Mertz, Pat Mullen, Kathy Vogler, Josh Ward. Excused: Fred Billing, Bob Loomis, Tina Ike, Myron Koester.

Respectfully Submitted:
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1st- 2nd Grade Classroom Highlights

Emerson & Longfellow 1s5t-2nd Grades
Mrs. Lori Hill

Prayer became an important part of the classroom
this year, with students eager to share what was on
their hearts even before class began. Their
excitement reflected awareness of what God s
doing in their lives.

After Christmas break, Mrs. Hill said “something
shifted”, the children began asking deeper, more
thoughtful questions, showing their curiosity,
honesty, and growing trust which reflects the impact
God had through her this year.

Mrs. Hill shared, "God is increasing faith in our
) classrooms!” From answered prayers, "Happy

Birthday Jesus” cupcakes, to learning how they are

\

loved, and fearfully and wonderfully made.

|
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2026-2027 KINDERGARTEN ENROLLMENT!

We are grateful to Sidney City Schools for the
opportunity to add Kindergarten classrooms to
Emerson and Longfellow in the upcoming school
year!

God's presence in the classrooms is clearly seen in
the students and is also impacting their families,
We are excited for what the future will bring and
for help of our council members and volunteers

! | that make this all possible.

A +
Y
Nerthwood 3rd-4th Grades =

Mrs. Angie Mentges .

Mrs. Mentges shared that the classroom has been v - /
using “God's Story” worksheets to encourage critical
thinking. The children answer questions such as, ¥
“What is God trying to tell them?” "How does it apply
to their lives?" and “What do | wonder about this
story?" Through this activity, they learn that the Bibld }L
iz not just a "book of staries,” but God's inspired
Woard for their lives. .

Az the classrooms studied the Beatitudes "The
Artitudes,” students learned about the Godly
attitudes shifting their focus from being “me-
centered” to caring for God and others,

The classroom is filled with Bibles at the student's
reading level, helping to build their Bible reading
skills while encouraging a growing relationship with
God. For the past two years, CORE has been blessed
by a donor who provides Bibles for fourth-grade
students. These students receive their Bibles with
great excitement and eagerly bring them to class,

"' T Lralis |
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Iworship Services).

IAll School Staff: We will be recognizing
you and praying for you to have a wonder- |

‘:,_;J\ |ful and blessed school year.
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“Blessing of the Backpacks”

Saturday, August 15™ & Sun-
day, August 16™: Students:
Please bring your backpacks to
-« worship for the blessing of your
= Ibackpack (if you are pre-school, grade,
middle, high school, or college students (all

-"___ I * _’ | I ., i | J
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Please Join the
Council Of Religious Education (C.ORE)
we gather together to seek God's guidance & protection
over our school children, parents/guardians, teachers,
I administrators, support staff & all district employees

I C.O.R.E,

08.16.2026

Prayer Locations & Times of Prayer

? Northwood intermediate 2p-2:15g
o

L

||II||”||||| ? Longfeliow Primary 2:26p-2.40p
|| I ||||.'|III||||'III ol
S

il T Emerson Primary 2:50p-3:05p 2

= TS %
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Family Connections ¥

We encourage family moments and invite you to
engage in simple, yet fruitful conversations at home
using the discussion questions from lessons they have
learned throughout the year.

What Does a Christian Look Like
Godly Characteristics Matthew 5:16
* What are some ways we can show kindness or love like Jesus today?
« Can you think of a time you made a choice that showed God's love?
Salvation
Accepting Jesus as Savior Romans 10:9
* What does it mean that Jesus loves you and wants to be your Savior?
« How does it make you feel knowing you belong to Him?
Prayer
Talking & Listening to God Philipplans 4:6
« What would you like to talk to God about today?
+ Did you notice any ways God answered a prayer this week?
Celebration
We All Have Talents 1 Peter 4:10
* What is something you're really good at? How can you use it for God?
¢ How can we thank God for the gifts He gave you?
The Holy Spirit / Pentecost
God Is With Us Acts 1:8
+ How do we know God is always with us?
+ When do you feel closest to God?
Ready, Set, Go & Tell
The Great Commission Matthew 28:19-20
* Who could you tell about Jesus this week?
« What is something you've learned about God that you could share?
The Vine & The Branches
Staying Connected to Jesus John 15:5
¢ What helps you stay close to Jesus each day?
¢ How can we spend time with God together?

Teacher Aides

A heartfelt thank you to our classroom aides and
substitute teachers for the time, care, and flexibility
you bring to our classrooms! Your support plays a
vital role in making this ministry possible and does
not go unnoticed and is a blessing to our
classrooms and the students.

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other
up, just as in fact you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Stay Up To Date Follow Us At
@ CORE.NGO
2
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COUNCIL OF RELIGIOUS N
EDUCATION (CORE)

Summer Fun

FREE SUMMER CONCERT
Lift It Up Ministry Free Summer Concert
Saturday, August 15™ 7PM T:
Sidney High School  na s s

"

Involvement & Support

CORE’s ministry is only possible through people
who are willing to use their gifts in different
ways big and small, every

act of service helps create

something greater. We would
love for you to become a member and be
part of the work God is doing in our schools
and community.

CORE

JOIN US!

§

0]

| Julie Willoughby was an elementary princi-

v

-

pal and the Director of Curriculum and In-
struction at Urbana City Schools. Beginning
this month, she will begin her new position as
Superintendent of Allen East Schools.
Congratulations and God bless you in this

new endeavor, Julie.

Vi
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(A SUMMER PRAYER

Dear God, Thank You that it’s
summertime once again!
Thank you for bright sunshine,
beaches for swimming and
warm sand to sink my toes in.
Thank You for Your summertime gifts
of ice cream cones, watermelon,
fireworks and carnivals.
Thank You for showers of rain
and puddles to splash in.
Remind me to think of You
when the breeze is blowing,
when the birds are singing,
and when the sun is warm on my face.
All these good things are gifts from You.
Remind me to pray to You
each and every summer day
with joy and wonder and thanks
for all Your great gifts! Thank You for
all Your awesome and amazing
summertime blessings!
men.
K ©PH1601 www.prospecthillco.com 1-800-586-1951

J

Thank

children that benefit
greatly by this program.
You're a blessing.

=,
B
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you so much for
donaﬁng SChOOI Supplies funded by individuals and sponsors,
along with the Salvation Formore informaion go o our website
Army. Your generosity is fifttup-sidney.woebly.com
incredible! We don't al-

- ways see the lives that B
are touched, but there are many or send an email to

(A | L

@

ISAIAH'S PLACE

)

June 9, 2026

St John's Lutheran
Attn: Kathy Vogler
120 West Water 5t
Sidney Ohio 45365

Dear Church Family,

On behalf of the Board of Directors and our staff, we are very grateful for your generous donation of
pilloweages to our ministry here at Isaiah’s Place. We believe people like yourself, who seize an
opportunity to give back is what allows all of us to truly “re-establish the village”. The village it takes to
care for children, especially the most vulnerable. Your commitment to blessing kids in the foster care
system is of great value. When you support Isaiah’s Place you are part of something special - a
community dedicated to helping kids from hard places.

Your belief in Isaiah’s Place as a valuable community service program will help us do some great wark
this upcoming year. Your donation gives us greater bandwidth to provide the following resources;
advanced trauma trainings, enhanced support groups and emergency/crisis resources for kids coming
into our care with nothing more than the clothes on their back.

Thank you again for your generosity and stepping up to say Yes to help kids from hard places. If you or
someone you know would like to volunteer, become a foster or respite parent, or learn more about our
ministry, have them visit https://www isaiahsolace.com/getinvolved. If you have any questions, please
call me anytime @ 937-335-3701.

May God continue to bless you and your family in 2026,

Sincerely,

o i

Robert C. Lybarger 1l
Executive Director

ﬁ UP&
Liff
is a music ministry, created in 2019,
that aims to inspire people thru
God and music to overcome life's challenges!

The 7th concert will be held on
Saturday, August 15th, at 7 p.m.
. at Sidney High School in Sidney, OH.
The bands, Disciple and The Band JAREN,
have been chosen based on their ability to inspire people
thru their testimony and their song lyrics
to%overcome life's challenges,
It is a FREE concert promoted and

| liftitupsidney@yahoo,com

Like us on Facebook and Instagram
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ST. JOHN’S | At St. John’s, we are given the opportunity to worship God,

LUTHERAN CHURCH @ _study His Word, and serve Him in many capacities, while at 'y ™
the same time enjoying Christian fellowship. Please consider "

ways that you can get involved!

J 120 W. WATER STREET . .
S]DNEY’OHIO L IEE I EEE § EEE & BN § BN 5 EES 5 EEE 5 EEm § Emm = Em L

45365
Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to:

PHONE: 937-492-8047 . .
FAX: 937-492-2462. Elaine Boughner, 736 Stratford DI'., Sldney, Oh 45365

HTTPZWWW.SIDNEYSTIOHNS.COM Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365

ST. JOHN’S Dick Wilson, 5577 Heathrow Dr., Powell, Oh 43065-7970
THRIFT SHOP
319 SOUTH OHIO AVE. Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365

SIDNEY, OH 45365 .. .
d PHONE: 9374920337 Christine Weber-A03 Brenda Riddle, A-23

Dorothy Love Apartments: 2400 N. Kuther Rd., Sidney, Oh
WORSHIP SERVICES: | || Margaret Ike, Apt. 213

Gary Paul, Apt. 324

Dick Clark, Apt. 303N

Shirley Sparks, Apt. 117

ol SATURDAY, 6:00 PM.
SUNDAY, 830 & 10:30 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9:30
AM Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh1150

Residents: Ellen Freytag

L |
“Go therefore and make disciples
Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road, Sidney, Oh 45365
of all nations, baptizing them in Resident: LeRue Gooder, Rm. 506
the name of the Father and of the Linda Steenrod, Rm. 802
S | Nick Miller, Rm. 306

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
Ayden Health Care (Piqua) 275 Kienle Drive, Piqua, Oh 45356

Pamela Morgan Rm. 307

teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And
L |

remember, I am with you always,

to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20

God’s Vision,
Our Mission
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