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St. John’s Newsletter June & July 2026

AMERICA'S
250th ANNIVERSARY
1776-2026

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
"Growing with Jesus”

Growing with Jesus’
X X
Ages Preschool to (leaving) it X X

Sixth grade are welcome! ~ ——
Tuesday to Thursday
July 21, 22, & 23, 5:30 - 7:30 pm.

+ Join us for music, crafts, games & a great time
learning about God's love, in a safe environment.

+ A meal will be provided for the children during
VBS

+ To sign up: Forms at sanctuary entrances. Re-
turn to the office
+ Location: St. John's Church

One Patriotic
Worship Service
July 5, 9:30 am




' WHAT IT MEANS TO ME TO BE A CHRISTIAN IN THIS FREE COUNTRY

“To us it means we are unafraid
to praise God every day. It
means I can be proud to sing
God Bless America, put a cross
in my yard, and pray anywhere,
and we are blessed for that!!” -
Tatum Werntz

To be a Christian in this country
and more. Yes,
as immorality just
country. Here,
though, we still get to worship
when and where we want.
Though it seems Christianity is
silent, we need to reflect on Ro-

is everythin
this country
like every

mans 8: 37 -39. We need to pra

for ourselves remembering "
have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God and all
are justified freely by his grace
redemption
Ro-

For all

through the
that came by Christ Jesus.

mans 3, 23-24. Our forefathers,

With today's leadership in our country
constantly fighting and mnot getting
along is sure a feeling of insecurity. It
seems our leader ship is constantly in
the news and it doesn’t seem like they
care at all about the everyday working
class of people. Being in retirement it
seems like everything is going up in
price except our income. Being a Par-
ent and a Grandparent I have the every
day concerns about my family.

I am sure glad to be a Christian. I am
fully confident that God has a master
plan. We don’t know or understand
what it is but, I believe as a Christian it
will all work out for the good. It sure a
feeling of security to take everything to
God in prayer and know that Jesus will
be interceding for us. Jesus’ wounds
that He suffered on the cross were far
more painful that anything that any of
us will ever experience. To have that
feeling and living in the United States
makes me fell secure and to be able to
celebrate 250 years of freedom that

has been passed down to all of us. —

like each ome of us, were not

perfect, but they seeked Kermit Dorsey

our perfect Father for all free-
domsil especially our salvation.

So, when we celebrate the 250th : Being a Christian, I know that Jesus

anniversary of the USA, we pray
for our countri, "If my people
who are called by name will
humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven and forgive
their sins and heal their land.
Then, may my eyes be open and
my ears be attentive to the pray-
ers offered in this place." God
bless America. Anonymous

loves me, forgives me and is there
when I need Him. All He asks of me is
to believe in Him and share His love
with others. He guided and influenced
our forefathers in developing the
founding of our great nation and He
forgives both me and our wonderful
country for our faults and imperfec-
tions. Jim Harvey




Independence Day 1776

the adoption of the Declaration of Independence
v by the Continental Congress, though the actual

On@ Af , vote occurred on July 2 and most delegates

signed on August 2. Only John Hancock and
Under God Charles Thomson signed the official document

on July 4, 1776, at that time.

Here are fun facts about the 1776 independence:

July 2nd was the Real Day: John Adams believed July 2 would

be celebrated as independence day, as it was when Congress

voted to sever ties with Britain.

Signer Ages: The oldest signer was Benjamin Frankln (70),

and the youngest was Thomas Lynch Jr. of South Carolina
(27).

Not Signed on July 4th: The Declaration was not signed by most delegates until August
2, 1776.

Thirteen Colonies/2.5 Million People: In 1776, the population of the colonies was only
2.5 million.

First Celebration: Philadelphia celebrated on July 8, 1776, featuring the first public
reading of the Declaration and the ringing of the Liberty Bell.

Missing Signatures: Some delegates were not present on August 2, and others signed lat-
er; not all 56 signers were there.

The Original Flag: The first American flag featured 13 stars in a circle, intended to rep-
resent equality among the colonies.

A "Treasonous" Document: Because signing was a
treasonous act, the names of the signers were withheld
from the public for more than six months to protect
them from British execution.

Coincidental Deaths: Thomas Jefferson and John Ad-
ams, the only two signers who later became presi-
dents, both died on the same day: July 4, 1826
(exactly 50 years later).

The Preamble
We the Pesple of the United Glates, in evden to feum a mene pengect Union, esta
lish Quatice, inswie demestic Tvanguility, previde (en the commen defence, pr
mele the genenal Weljane, and secwre the Bleasings ef ‘Cibenty te ounselves and
oun Pestenily, de endain and establish this Censtitution fon the United Stales of ¢
Amenica. %
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This year we commemorate the 250th anniversary of the U.S.A. Recently, Lynn
asked me, “what is means to me to be a Christian, in this free country?” and |
thought was a good and fair question for this year.

I remember the Bicentennial year, back in 1976. There was a “Freedom Train”
that crossed the country where the train cars were filled with history and memora-
bilia, flags and photographs, artifacts and diorama. I was able to attend (after
school was out for summer, so I was that kind of nerd at eleven years old) and it
was amazing. You learned of the freedoms that were kept from the colonists, the
freedoms earned and later guaranteed to us all through the Constitution. We saw
displays concerning the wars and the efforts of many to keep those freedoms for us
all. It was an impressive and inspiring day for me.

I began to appreciate the freedoms we enjoy, speech and religious practice fore-
most to me. As a Christian those two freedoms allow me to do what I do. They
allow us to worship, to sing and praise, to reach out and help. There are too many
places in the world around us where that is not always the case for any of us to
take these freedoms for granted.

I am proud of our country and the freedoms we enjoy but I am more captivated by
the freedom that Jesus provides us every day. Because of Jesus and his life, death
and resurrection, we are free from our sin and called to follow Jesus. We are free
to love our neighbors, to help and care, to listen and share.

The truly amazing thing for me is that these freedoms we have from Jesus and as
U.S. citizens blend so well together. As Christians and Americans, we can live as
children of God and as followers of Jesus without anything to stand in our way.
So, as we celebrate 250 years of history together let us also celebrate the love of
God and share it far and wide, and from sea to shining sea.

o will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and m).'"for-
tress: my God; in him will I trust."




‘Cou Holl

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We’re now approaching summer and continuing into our first full month of summer.
| know many of you have been waiting with bated breath for this. | have not. I’m not a
big lover of summer, except, for my love of baseball and my flowers. But | have to
keep in mind this is just part of what | love about Ohio, the 4 seasons!!

June 21 is Father’s Day! Thank you to all Dads!

June and July we continue our celebration of Pentecost! We will have a single wor-
ship service on July 5 at 9:30. The day before, which is July 4, will be a day that we
will never forget; the 250" Birthday of the United States of America! The Sem-
iqguincentennial! | wish my Dad was still here. He was born on the 4" of July, and he
would be digging this!!

“Blessed is the nation, whose God is the Lord.” ~Psalm 33:12a

Happy 15" Birthday, Ross!

Happy Birthday, My Honey!

Happy Anniversary, Stephanie and Craig!

Happy Father’s Day!

Happy 21** Birthday, Nolan!

Happy 250" Birthday to the United States of Americal!
Happy Birthday, Daddy!

Happy Birthday, Andy!

Love in Christ,
Lori
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Dorothy Love

Monthly Worship Service 10 am u g - e
June 16 & July 21 i Altar Guild Volunteer Qu:/tmg Circle -
Pastor Steve presiding. June to meet

I_ILI I_I-:l-_l :ml‘ : Patti Pucket & Josie Goffena » = Wednesday’

. July :‘
!
Every fgr(;ffeg;l;;;;;. of the | Renee Davis & Kathy Iwanski ;& June 24
I month, 9:30 am, we will be g We Need Volunteers! = July 22
having a fellowship gathering in t Sign up today! 9 am

our church “Christ and Coffee”
bar for coffee, donuts, and fel-
lowship!
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’ : A few of our volunteers help us outside of the shop as well as inside. One of them is Patti ¢
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: The weather is finally getting warmer and it’s bringing more people out. The Farmer’s :
Market is starting, and this time last year, we decided to try and open for the Summer on
¢ Saturdays. It wasn’t as successful as we had hoped to be open each Saturday of Summer, ¢
¢ so we are not doing that this year. *

2 The need, last month, was mainly gas cards for appointments, job interviews and going to :

, & new jobs. We were able to help more people with gas cards than utility payments that were ¢

¢ ranging into several hundreds of dollars. The need for clothes wasn’t as much as usual, but ¢
@ with it getting warmer the request for tents is the newly needed thing so if you have a tent ¢

¢ not being used, please consider donating them. They are great shelters for our homeless cli- :

¢ ents. L 4

and she cares for our flowers each year to make our building beautiful. The pictures posted
¢ 1s the start of the season, but more will be coming as they bloom. I am very grateful for her ¢
4 and her giving heart that is for the shop.

: God’s word in Hebrews 13:16 says: “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
¢ have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (ESV)

4
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: In Kind assistance: 9 for $97.25

¢ Cash assistance: 21 for 305.00
L
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Gt. Qelwn’s Chunch (’mimxl

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES

May 11, 2026

CALL TO ORDER: President, Myron Koester

OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston

AGENDA REVIEW: Addition: Old business — Audit update. *Kathy Vogler moved to approve as amended, Kaleb
Headings seconded. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS:
VBS
Final dates confirmed to be July 21,22,23 from 5:30-7:30pm.
July 5 Service & July Council Meeting
*Paster Steve moved to have a single service on July 5™ at 9:30, and to have no council meeting for the month of July,
Kaleb Headings seconded. Motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS
Audit Update
Larry from Monnier Accounting Firm performed our audit approx. 15 years ago. He indicated a deep dive audit could
take 6 months and be up to $12,000. He suggests we provide a basic list of what we need reviewed to keep it more
economical and he will point out anything that may need more attention. Paster Steve and Dave Bollheimer will
generate an outline, loop in the Memorial Committee President, and initiate the process with Monnier.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: A copy of the Secretary’s report was distributed with the agenda. *Ann Hubler moved to
accept the report as submitted, Kaleb Headings seconded. Motion passed.

TREASURER’S REPORT: A copy of the Treasurer’s report was distributed with the agenda. *Kaleb Headings moved
to accept the report as submitted, Josh Ward seconded. Motion passed. Additional notes: Kaleb asks that when Dave is
back, he review with council how the Local Benevolences account 20-7028 is being used.

STAFF REPORTS
Pastor Report: Coming up on end of Easter season; funeral for Dora McFarland, Bible study is being well attended;
New paraments (liturgical cloths) donated by Joy Circle will be dedicated the last Sunday of May; VBS prep hap-
pening; working on weddings coming up.
Volunteer Coordinator Report: No report submitted.
Thrift Shop Report: Financial report enclosed hereto.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Ministry — Education & Youth (Michelle & Myron): Per Michelle continuing to work on VBS. Farmer theme with Par-
ables as subject.

Ministry — Music & Worship (Deb & Steve): Per Deb, she is playing with a church group from Lima and would like to
reciprocate and have them come here.

Outreach — Evangelism (Kathy & Kaleb): Per Kathy, because Sidney Alive is not having a festival, we will not have
the Happy Kids event with them. Rather, we may put an entry into the America 250 Independence Day Celebra-
tion parade with cars/golfcarts. Also may look into doing a Kids day in September in conjunction with a town fes-
tival.

Outreach — Parish Life (Ann & Pat): Per Ann and Pat, donuts!

Operations — Finance: No report.

Operations — Property (Josh, Bob, Fred, Norb): Per Josh, he will contact Premier to finalize booking the Thrift Shop
roof repair, with him and Dave as contacts.

PRAYER REQUESTS
DEVOTIONS: Ann Hubler
INFORMATION:
Sign-up sheets for communion assistants and devotions.
Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, May 26
Next Council Meeting: Monday June 8", 7pm. Committee mtgs 6:30.

ATTENDANCE:
Present: Fred Billing, Michelle Cavinder, Pastor Steve Edmiston, Kaleb Headings, Steve Holt, Ann Hubler, Tina Ike, My-
ron Koester, Bob Loomis, Deb Mertz, Norb Mertz, Pat Mullen, Kathy Vogler, Josh Ward. Excused: Dave Bollheimer.
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Gt. Jolwn’s Chunch Cengnegational Meeting Minutes

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH CONGREGATIONAL MEET-

ING MINUTES

May 3, 2026

WELCOME AND OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston
CALL TO ORDER: President, Myron Koester

QUORUM REQUIREMENT: Quorum of 50 voting members required to
Confirmed by estimate, 90 present.

THRIFT SHOP ROOF REPAIR: Reviewed by Myron Koester.

Thrift shop roof was damaged during recent storms.
Due to the age of the roof (30 yr), it is no longer covered under insurance.

hold meeting.

We have money in the budget for building repair of this kind, but need approval by con-

gregation for expenditures over $10,000.
Estimates range from $21-40,000 depending on the areas fixed

Question was asked whether it will be shingles or standing seam, answer is shingles.

*Kermit Dorsey moved to approve the expenditure as proposed by Council,
seconded. Motion passed.
FINAL DEVOTIONS: Pastor Steve Edmiston DISMISSAL

Jacob Cook

A

Father’s Day...

| The best way to celebrate Father’s Day is to remember that you are a child of j
§ your heavenly Father. He loves you, and He empowers you to love others.

R As a dad, you've felt that smile come across your face as you've watched §
§ your child tackle a major milestone or simply choose to do the right thing. j
§ Guess what . . . your Father feels the same way about you. As you take joy in [
 raising your kids, feel the joy He takes in you. .

i For a lot of guys, worry is second nature in their lives. But you've got a

*Thank you
from the First
Presbyterian
church for do-
nations to the
“Lunch
Bunch”!

Ken Poling,

Match Day
Coordinator

# heavenly Father who wants to_take that burden off your shoulders so you §
i can stand a little taller. Don’t worry . . . give it to God. :

i Spider-man reminds us that with great privilege comes great responsibil- §
ity, but God was telling men that nearly 3,000 years ago. You get the priv- §
Hilege of raising your kids, but you also have the responsibility of doing it j
i the right way —God’s way.

Father’s Day is also a day to remember your role as a husband. After all,

4 one of the best ways to love your kids is to love their mom well. It’s also §
dinteresting to note that God specifically connected your relationship to §
1 Him with your relationship to her. You're a team, so love your partner §
i well. :



https://manhoodjourney.org/serving-others/
https://manhoodjourney.org/raising-kids-to-be-solid-adults/
https://manhoodjourney.org/raising-kids-to-be-solid-adults/
https://manhoodjourney.org/encouragement/
https://manhoodjourney.org/love-your-wife/
https://manhoodjourney.org/love-your-wife/
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Kids News

............................................................................................... = 10N uS FOR
it provudes Biblical education, supports spiritu- SUNDAY SCHOOL

al growth, and builds a famlly community that reinforces faith-
n based values. Remember how it affected us when we were
young’ It plants the seed to grow! Sunday school helps chil-

ren:
/ *learn the bible ”
" *learn moral principles
*build a personal relationship with God (in a safe place) g

Sunday school is at 9:30 am (lasts a little less than an hour).|
Please bring your children (attendance is very low,) so let's

fire up this ministryl Qur Sunday school teachers are wonder-
full

ITS A FUN TIME FOR MUSIC, BIBLE LESSONS, CRAFTS
AND SNACKS!

sbb/’l l//J( Y 3\“ A S

e ?
Vacation Bible School D) e B

“Growing with Jesus” -

Ages: Preschool to (leaving) Sixth grade are wel-
come! Teens can help.

Tuesday to Thursday July 21, 22, & 23, 5:30 -7:30 pm.

¢ Join us for music, crafts, games & a great time learning
about God’s love, in a safe environment.

¢ A meal will be provided for the children during VBS
¢ Location: St. John’s Church
Keep an eye out for more details.
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ST. JOHN'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

J 120 W. WATER STREET
SIDNEY, OHIO
453605

PHONE: 937-492-8047

FAX: 937-492-2462
HTTPZ/WWW.SIDNEYSTJOHNS.COM

ST. JOHN’S

THRIFT SHOP
319 SOUTH OHIO AVE.
SIDNEY, OH 45365
4 PHONE 937-492-0337

WORSHIP SERVICES:

ol SATURDAY, 6:00 PM.
SUNDAY, 830 & 10:30 AM

SUNDAY SCHOOQL, 9:30
AM

o
“Go therefore and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father and of the
L |
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and

teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And
L |

remember, I am with you always,

to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20

God’s Vision,
Our Mission

Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to:

Elaine Boughner, 736 Stratford Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365

Dick Wilson, 5577 Heathrow Dr., Powell, Oh 43065-7970

Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365
Christine Weber-A03 Brenda Riddle, A-23

Dorothy Love Apartments: 2400 N. Kuther Rd., Sidney, Oh
Margaret Ike, Apt. 213

Jeanne Mears

Gary Paul, Apt. 324

Dick Clark, Apt. 303N

Shirley Sparks, Apt. 117

Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh1150
Residents: Ellen Freytag

Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road, Sidney, Oh 45365
Resident: LeRue Gooder, Rm. 506

Linda Steenrod, Rm. 802

Nick Miller, Rm. 306

Ayden Health Care (Piqua) 275 Kienle Drive, Piqua, Oh 45356
Pamela Morgan Rm. 307

At St. John'’s, we are given the opportunity to worship God,
study His Word, and serve Him in many capacities, while at
the same time enjoying Christian fellowship. Please consider
ways that you can get involved!
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