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St. John’s Newsletter  April 2026 

Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursday, April 2: 7 pm 

Good Friday, April 3: 1 & 7 pm 

No Saturday Service 

Easter Sunday, April 5: 8:30 & 10:30 am  

(Normal Worship Times) 

Easter Morning Story 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, 
they came to the tomb, bringing the spices 
which they had prepared. They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb. They entered in, 
and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. It 
happened, while they were greatly perplexed 
about this, look, two men stood by them in 
dazzling clothing. Becoming terrified, they 
bowed their faces down to the earth. They said 
to them, "Why do you seek the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but is risen. Remem-
ber what he told you when he was still in Gali-
lee, saying that the Son of Man must be deliv-
ered up into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again?"  

Pastor Steve’s Bible Study 

You are invited to a Bible 
Study beginning Wednesday, 
April 15 at 6:30pm.  We will 
study the “Book of  Genesis”. 
Join us as we look at the book 
that talks of our beginnings. 
We will meet in the parlor.   
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Pastor Steve Edmiston 

 

he month of April, this year, begins with three very important days in the Church Year: Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday.  These days fill us with sadness and joy, with guilt 
and shame and also with happiness and hope.  It is that hope that is stirred in all these days, 
hope for tomorrow, hope for a future where God’s vision for love and forgiveness can be real 
for us all. 
 

Maundy Thursday is named for the Latin word maundatum or “command”, or word mandate 
comes from this rood.  On Maundy Thursday, we gather like Jesus and the disciples on that 
night in which he was betrayed.  On this day we recall the commands Jesus gave.  At the table, 
when celebrating the first Holy Communion, Jesus 
commands us to “do this to remember me.”  After 
washing the disciples feet Jesus commands that we 
“love one another, as I have loved you.”   
 

We gather this day to receive from Jesus the gift of his 
life as we take up the responsibility to love each other.  
These gifts and this love always point us to hope but 
the next day, Good Friday, takes us to the foot of the 
cross.  Some would believe that hope dies there as Je-
sus takes his final breath but I see the day pointing us 
to the hope to come.  As we follow Jesus’ betrayal, ar-
rest, condemnation, the beatings and flogging, the 
jeering and the crucifixion we watch as Jesus suffers it 
all without anger, without thoughts of violence of 
vengeance.  Jesus suffers it all in silence for our sake 
hoping that we will remember when he announced 
that he would die but three days later would rise 
again.  Our hope is in Jesus and in that promise.  The 
world can try to stop him, silence him, stuff him in a 
hole in the ground but the promise of God, the love 
that Jesus brings wins.  It always wins. 
 

That is where our joy on Easter Sunday comes from.  Our Lord Jesus, whom the world tried to 
silence, is risen.  He is risen indeed, alleluia!  As Maundy Thursday and Good Friday point us 
toward the hope of Easter Sunday, our Easter celebrations give credence and power to the sto-
ries of Thursday and Friday.  It is good for us to “do this in remembrance” of Jesus, to love as 
Jesus loved, to sit at the foot of the cross and ponder our responsibility and guilt.  While we do 
all those things, we also get to sing and shout, celebrating the resurrection of our Lord. 

 

These three days help to begin our April and we get to find hope and strength, joy and peace to 
go into the rest of the month loving our neighbors and living as children of God.  Join us. 

           Pastor Steve 
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Lori Holt 

Coffee Time! 
Every first Sunday of the month, 
9:30 am, we will be having a fel-
lowship gathering in our church 
“Christ and Coffee” bar for cof-
fee, donuts, and fellowship!  

Altar Guild Volunteer 

March 

Karen Adkins 

Pam Wilson 

We Need Volunteers! 

Sign up today! 

Quilting Circle 
to meet 

Wednesday,  
April 22 

9 am 

Dorothy Love  
Monthly Worship 

Service 10 am 

April 21 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
April is here!! Spring flowers, leaves on the trees, baseball is going; hopefully, well! And, 
most importantly, EASTER!! 
 
Looking back to Palm Sunday, which is on Sunday, March 29, both 8:30 and 10:30 worship, 
is the beginning of Holy Week!! There is also Saturday worship at 6:00. Please plan to be 
here for one of these services. 
 
Maundy Thursday worship on April 2 at 7:00 with Holy Communion. Please be here for 
this solemn worship service. 
 
There are two worship opportunities on Good Friday, 1:00 in the Chapel and 7:00 in the 
Sanctuary. Please be here for one of these services.  
 
Sunday, April 5, Easter worship as we celebrate our risen Savior!! with worship at 8:30 and 
10:30. There will also be Sunday School!!  **Please note there will be no Saturday worship 
the night before.** 
 
We will continue to celebrate Easter April 12, 19 and 26! We will continue into May, too, 
but that’s for the next newsletter. 
 
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”  
~John 3:16 
 
Happy Birthday, Mom! I miss you so much! 
Love in the risen Christ, 
Lori 
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St. John’s Thrift Shop           Melissa Barhorst, Director 

Spring changeover is next week and a little later than normal, but it will be easier this time due 

to implementing my 4-season changeover. Changing clothes four times a year in the shop is a lot 
easier than twice a year. I have come to realize each season requires different thickness of clothing. 
Spring and Fall requires lighter clothing, with Winter requiring heavier clothing and of course 
Summer (which is my favorite season) requires very light clothing. That has prompted me to real-
ize the 4-season changeover is the new thing for us. However, since the shop flows better with 
goods put in areas together, we will not be changing the shop around for a while.  

 The month’s needs brought in people for birth certificates to get IDs and gasoline help to get to 
their doctor’s appointments with even a couple needing gasoline for job hunting.  We also helped a 
few homeless families with clothes as well as one couple with goods for their house they were fi-
nally able to get.  

My favorite scripture at changeover is always: Ecclesiastes 3:1 “There is a 
time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens…” 

IN KIND: $106.10 for 18 

CASH ASSISTANCE: $370.70 for 13 
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St. John’s Church Council Minutes 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
March 9, 2026 
CALL TO ORDER: President, Myron Koester 
OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston 
 
AGENDA REVIEW:  Addition: Old business – Update on Audit options.  *Kaleb Headings moved to approve as amend-
ed, Pat Mullen seconded. Motion passed.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

No activity 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Audits 
Dave and Myron checked on resources to identify an auditor.  Myron indicated that his sources recommended to check 

after tax season.  Dave has a relative that would help train us to process an internal audit.  Council discussed and 
prefers an outside audit at this time so Myron will check to get quote(s) after tax season.  

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: A copy of the Secretary’s report was distributed with the agenda.  *Kaleb Headings moved to 
accept the report as amended, Ann Hubler seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: A copy of the Treasurer’s report was distributed with the agenda.  *Bob Loomis moved to 
accept the report as submitted, Fred Billings seconded.  Motion passed.  Additional notes from Dave:  Dave will investi-
gate options to add a pay link to the St John’s website to enable on-line giving.  
 
STAFF REPORTS 

Pastor Report: We are in the middle of Lent; Lenten meals and service have gone well; Communion helpers needed for 
upcoming Sundays; 3/15 Pastor Steve will be absent attending his grandson’s dedication; Thur 3/19 Wilson Health 
will be using our driveway by Senior Center for health/mammogram checks; Planning Bible study on Genesis after 
Easter. 

Volunteer Coordinator Report:  No report submitted.   
Thrift Shop Report: Financial report enclosed hereto. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Ministry – Education & Youth (Michelle & Myron): Per Michelle tentatively planning VBS July 21-23, subject will be 

Parables of Jesus. 
Ministry – Music & Worship (Deb & Steve): Per Norb, Deb is working on arranging Irish Strings for this coming Sun-

day, Bells will be playing Palm Sunday.  
Outreach – Evangelism (Kathy & Kaleb): Per Kathy the drive for pillow case donations is going very well and we are 

on the second box. 
Outreach – Parish Life (Ann & Pat): Per Ann and Pat, we will be skipping Donut Sunday in April due to it falling on 

Easter Sunday.  Thank you to those helping with Lenten meals – they are being well attended. 
Operations – Finance: No report.      
Operations – Property (Josh, Bob, Fred, Norb): Per Josh, Midwest Maintenance is working us into their schedule soon 

to fix the Water Street entrance arch – they will be bringing a lift soon and putting it in the parking lot.  In response 
to investigating getting a ramp up to the sanctuary, the most viable option is wrapping a ramp around the northeast 
corner of the building and entering the door to the right front of the sanctuary.   Committee will proceed with get-
ting quotes. 

PRAYER REQUESTS Family of Phyllis Blust 
DEVOTIONS: Tina Ike 
INFORMATION: 

Sign-up sheets for communion assistants and devotions. 
Newsletter deadline: Tuesday, March 25th                  
Next Council Meeting: Monday April 13th, 7pm.  Committee mtgs 6:30.  

 
ATTENDANCE: 
Present: Fred Billing, Dave Bollheimer, Michelle Cavinder, Pastor Steve Edmiston, Kaleb Headings, Steve Holt, Ann 
Hubler, Tina Ike, Myron Koester, Bob Loomis, Norb Mertz, Pat Mullen, Kathy Vogler, Josh Ward.  Excused:  Deb Mertz.
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Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to: 

Elaine Boughner, 736 Stratford Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365 

Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365 

Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365 

Dick Wilson,  5577 Heathrow Dr., Powell, Oh 43065-7970 
 

Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365 

Christine Weber-A03   Brenda Riddle, A-23 
   

Dorothy Love Apartments: 2400 N. Kuther Rd., Sidney, Oh  

Margaret Ike, Apt. 213 

Jeanne Mears 

Gary Paul,  Apt. 324 

Dick Clark, Apt. 303N 

Shirley Sparks, Apt. 117 

 

Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh1150  

Residents:   Ellen Freytag 

 

Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road,  Sidney,  Oh 45365 

Resident: LeRue Gooder, Rm. 506  

Linda Steenrod, Rm. 802 

Nick Miller, Rm. 306 
 

Ayden Health Care (Piqua) 275 Kienle Drive, Piqua, Oh 45356 

Pamela Morgan Rm. 307 
 

 
 

 

St. John’s  

Lutheran Church 

Worship Services: 

 

Saturday, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am 

 

Sunday School, 9:30 

am 

At St. John’s, we are given the opportunity to worship God, 
study His Word, and serve Him in many capacities, while at 
the same time enjoying Christian fellowship. Please consider 
ways that you can get involved! 

God’s Vision, 
Our Mission 

“Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything 

that I have commanded you.  And 

remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

120 W. Water street 

Sidney, Ohio 

45365 

 

Phone:  937-492-8047 

Fax: 937-492-2462 

http://www.sidneystjohns.com 

 

 

St. John’s  

Thrift Shop 
319 South Ohio Ave. 

Sidney, OH 45365 

Phone:  937-492-0337 
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