ST. JOHN’S NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2025

Thanksgiving Meal Sunday, November 2, 2 am
Donation Daylight Savings Time Ends
Details on Page 4 | | “#|“Fall Back” One Hour

Thanksgiving Sunday
November 23

You’re Invited:
*Worship 9:30 am : VETERANS
*Congregational Meeting 10:30 am

*Brunch Following

Thank You,
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All the Saints

We give thanks for all the Saints who have gone before us. Let
their faithful witness renew us to set our hope on Christ Jesus.

We remember:

Martha Darlene Hall
Connie Schiff

David Lee Fields

Gretchen Louise Ehler
Steven Douglas Elsner
Sharon Allen

Gerald Gibbs

Herman Richard Wiessinger

We celebrate the Baptism of:

Ronald John Cook
Michael Zhang (Adult)
Hudson Brinkley Cavinder
Eli Jonathan David Rees

Reagan Lauren Groves

11/15/24
1/30/25

2/10/25

2/19/25

2/24/25

4/27/25

8/10/25

9/15/25 .-

12/8/24
12/15/24
4/27/25
5/11/25
6/1/25



PN

Donating and delivering Thanksgiving meals to our community is a great way St.
John's can contribute. How to help:

Please call the church if you know of a family with address & phone # in
need of a meal.

1. Green bags will be provided in the sanctuary and chapel starting Saturday
‘ and Sunday, November 1 & 2.

2. Please fill it with the shopping list below.

3. Drop off your filled bags at the church classroom by Wednesday, Nov. 19.

This food will provide a family of four with all the fixings for a nice meal for
the holiday! If you want to join in the delivery of the meals, please call the
church office at 937-492-8047. DUE DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 19, at 2:45
pm.

Thanksgiving Meal Shopping List

2 boxes of stuffing mix

1 box of instant mashed potatoes

2 cans or boxes of chicken or beef broth

2 cans meat (chicken or beef)

1 large bag of noodles

1 can or jar of gravy (or gravy mix envelopes)

2 cans of vegetables

2 cans of fruit

1 pie filling and pie shell (unrefrigerated) or E
Graham cracker crust OR cake mix and icing can

1 bottle of apple juice or apple cider
Please purchase un-refrigerated items >
THANK YOU!

Note: The church provides the meat for the meal.
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This year, November begms w1th some of my favorlte
things. November first is the end of Daylight Savings and
so I get my hour of sleep back. (Hooray!) November first
is also “Edmiston Day” this year. As our children have
grown and moved away, Stacey and I decided that expect-
ing everyone to return for Thanksgiving and Christmas can
be a lot. I am busy at Christmas. The weather can be ifty
at best and so we created our own holiday, a day we can come together to eat and
M talk, to laugh and be family. That is “Edmiston Day” and it is one of my favorites.
November 1%, and that weekend, is also All Saints, when we remember and cele-
~ brate, we recall the witness and the Inspiration we have received from those who
have gone to glory. 1 always like to remember and recall those lives that have been
instrumental in my life, in the life of this congregation as well. So we will do that
at the beginning of November.

’ November also ends well this year. On Sunday the 23™ we will have one service at

'/, \ 9:30. At that service we will celebrate Christ as King. We will give our thanks and
£ gratitude. We will be together. After the service, is a congregational meeting. It is
| the annual meeting where we approve a budget and elect people to council. It is
important and we will keep it as brief as it needs to be. After the meeting we go
downstairs for brunch, for a time of conversation, eating, laughlng I hope that you

will be with us on the 23™.

|

he last Sunday in November is the First Sun-
ay in Advent as we begin a new church year
nd start making our way to our Christmas cel-
brations. There is a lot going on in Novem-
er. I hope that you will get your rest, you
ill join us for our meeting, that you will con-
ider joining us on council, and that you will
e with us for Advent and Christmas and be-
yond. Blessings to you all.

Pastor Steve
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“November is herell Leaves have been turning beautiful colors! Of course, _b
that means raking if you have many trees as we do. While the Reds did

make the playoffs, they were very far from the World Series. However,
the team to whom they lost IS in the World Series, but I really hope To-
ronto wins thisl!

“This Thanksgiving we will have our Thanksgiving meal donations. It's always
been wonderful that St. John's really steps up for this!l Thank youll

And so the big day this month is Thanksgiving. We celebrate Thanksgiving

»_ , to give thanks to God for all His blessings of the year. This history of
’* Thanksgiving is rooted in a 1621 three-day harvest feast in Plymouth with
. =the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag tribe whose help allowed for the successful
“,harvest and the Pilgrims’ survival. Today it's still rooted in gratitude with
family gatherings with traditional foods z:md footballll). It was set as a na-*

, tional holiday by President Lincoln in 1863 and Congress

5 set the date as the fourth Thursday in November in 1941

. However, as Christians we are thankful everK day of the | |
® ASWE | year. Always remember to be thankful to the One from”
p d COUNTOUR | whom all blessings flowl! 3
y BATL %ﬂ?&gﬁ? Everyone please have a safe, thankful and enjoyable
h LETSBE | Thanksgiving!!
- | GRATEFUL Love in Christ,
, FOREVERYTHING Lori
@ e Qw

Altar Guild Volunteer |
November q -

Quilting Circle I

; ) to meet
c Cindy Ohlsen I Wednesd
:  We Need Volunteers! canesday,
: Sign up today! .I Nov. 19
. :. .................................... .. ...... .: ; (Changed) -
\. ' L - EE S S - S - - '— _I L L] EEE = =B = =EEm = I -
I Coffee Time! S T . - —
I Every first Sun'day of thg month, I Dorofhy Love - - Joy Circle I
9:30 am, we will be having a fel- | 1 N
lowship gathering in our church | = Monthly V\{or'shlp . I 1 pm
“Christ and Coffee” bar for cof- | of O€rvice Oam 3 Tuesday
|
|

fee, donuts, and fellowship! | = Nov. 18
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S1. Qohn's Tnigt Shop Meliasa Barhowt P
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The changeover has been a success with our customers but now we are clearing out the shop of
Halloween and Fall items to prepare for Christmas. We will start decorating the shop, which is

how I plan on selling it, right after the coat give-away.

Our coat give-away will also include gloves, hats and scarves. I am hoping to add winter
boots as well since the weather is predicted to be cold. Prayerfully we will have a great turn-

out, and I will update you about it in next month’s newsletter.

w1 I participated in the Trunk and Treat with the church and dressed up like Minnie Mouse along

with my dog Pixie. We sat in my trunk and passed out candy and vampire teeth, which was a

- big hit with all the little ghouls. It was so much fun; I loved every minute of it.

Proverbs 11:25: “The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be re-
freshed”. (NLT)

2 \ 11 in kind of $82.50
£ ' 7 for Cash assistance of $177.60

~ o - i SNIA - - 5 ——
. Right to Life Diaper Drive: Our local Right to Life is running a dia-
- per drive from Oct. 1 to Nov. 7. October is traditionally Respect Life
Month. This diaper program allows diapers, wipes, and formula to be
given to babies and mothers in need, once a month. If you feel called to

<2 ldonate, here are two ways you can:
‘ ’ -Please drop off diapers and/or wipes on a table, by the coffee area. -
A

A monetary donation or Walmart cards can be put in a basket (at
each entrance of the sanctuary, and chapel)

If you have questions, please contact: Shae Gaier, RTL Director, 937-
498-1812, or Barbie Covault, covault4ddb@gmail.com. Thanks, you are
© a blessing!

N V4 v
Bell Choir Practices \" t

We will be starting bell practices onf Wavs You can
Thur.sdays, starting Oct. 16, at 6:30 Our Community
pm, in the church sanctuary. Drop by & s
if you would like to join! Deb Mertz ®

- .au.T—-f‘

® P
/4 | Ak A )
- . \lr: ‘a 4’ IN \ A o




i . e e _
St. John’s Chureh Council Minutgs
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v Set for Nov 23, 2025

St John's Evangelical Lutheran Church
Date: October 13, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: by President Myron Koester
OPENING DEVOTIONS: Myron Koester

AGENDA REVIEW: Kathy motioned to approve agenda as submitted. Ann seconded the mo-
tion. Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

-Congregational meeting:

Ann suggested combined contemporary and traditional music. Myron will speak with Becky and
Steve about this.

There will be one service at 9:30 with meeting after at 10:45.

Motion made by Ann to set this time and date and motion seconded by Pat. Motion passed
Breakfast/ Brunch will be served after the congregational meeting (menu to be determined).
-Melissa wanted to give awards to volunteers at this service as well.

-Connie Cotner asked for Thrivent Choice Dollars donated by her ($58) to be directed to the quilt
fund. Kathy motioned to make this transfer and Myron seconded the motion. Motion passed.
-2026 Budget: Dave reports that the synod helps establish the increase for Pastor Steve and he
anticipates an otherwise increase by 2%. Some items such as utilities are likely to see a greater
increase but this is yet unknown.

OLD BUSINESS:

-Discuss announcing to the congregation at the Congregational Meeting the looming need to up-
date or repair the heating and cooling of the church.

-Received a proposal for arch repair from MMI (Piqua). They would take what is there and clean,
match,and seal/cauk. The bid was for $25700. This will be discussed further with Josh Ward (not
present for this meeting) for greater detail.

-The water fountains have been repaired and although improved, the pressure is low. Told that
this is due to city water changes and can not be increased.

-Brooks and Judy Ware graciously paid to have the church sidewalks power washed. It was stated
that this made a huge difference and is much appreciated.

-Will add to Old Business next meeting, establishing who is responsible for purchasing new Christ-
mas decorations. $1300 has been set aside for this purchase.

SECRETARY'S REPORT: A copy of the Secretary's report was distributed with the agenda.
Kathy moved to approve as submitted and Ann seconded the motion. Motion passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:
The Treasurer's Report was distributed. Deb moved to approve the report as submitted. Pat se-
conded the motion. Motion passed.

Dave is working on the budget.

Synod is asking for an increase in funds ($275/yr) next year. This is $34575 increased to $34800.
Pastor Steve has chosen a new health plan that is nearly the same but name changed by insur-
ance company.
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St. John’s Chureh Council Minutegs (Continaes) 0! \c ’ \X
—_— ' - o
STAFF REPORT:

e Pastor Report- Presented by Myron Koester

Shelby County tour of churches went well. Was well attended.

Power washing of side walks is done.

Pastor Steve is working on getting a catechism group together.

Volunteer Coordinator Report - no reports submitted

Thrift Shop Report - Financial report enclosed. Would like to show appreciation to volunteers at
congregational meeting/service.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Ministry - Education & Youth:
Sharon will be back next week from knee surgery but will be vacationing several time for the
rest of 2025. Will need the help in Sunday School. Deb volunteered to fill in for these.

‘ ?‘Ministry - Music & Worship:
Deb is trying to get the bell choir started. Doing some set up and prep for this.
Also, trying to arrange performing for a couple of Saturday evening services.
Will need to see how this will fit into the new layout of the chapel.
The old piano and drums were given to Melissa at the Thrift Shop to distribute.
Deb is also attempting to include the youth in decorating the church for fall (this was
approved by Education & Youth)

Outreach - Evangelism:
Trunk or Treat was a huge success. Very fun and well attended. 17
congregation members participated
Working on Cards for Christ. Trying to set up an "event" for signing.
Working on Thanksgiving meals

Outreach - Parish Life:
Preparing for Congregational Meeting breakfast/brunch.
Modifying donut numbers so hopefully enough but without leftovers.
Lenten meals went well and plan to repeat this next year.

Operations - Finance:
See Treasure's Report

Operations - Property:
All leaks have been taken care of and interior paint has been completed.

Additional Notes:

PRAYER REQUEST: Pastor Steve in his return home trip tomorrow.
DEVOTIONS: Ann Hubler

INFORMATION:

*sign up sheets for communion assistants and devotions was passed
*Newsletter deadline: October 22, 2025
*Next council meeting: Monday, November 10, 2025

ATTENDANCE :

Present: Myron Koester, Wes Cavinder, Ann Hubler, Kathy Vogler, Kaleb Headings, Dave Bollheimer,
Pat Mullen, Michelle Cavinder, Deb Mertz, Margy Headings Absent: Pastor Steve Edmiston, Josh Ward




Cards for Christ

We are again collecting Christ-
mas cards for the "Cards for Christ”
prison ministry in the collection box-
es located by the front entrance of ’

the sanctuary. Please place cards in
the appropriate 'Signed' or 'Unsigned’
box. We'll collect cards until Sun-
day November 23th. If you sign

your cards, please sign with your"

w. | first name only or Your Friend or
- */°. Your Brother/Sister in Christ’. You
| | are welcome to include encouraging
;." messages. Please remember that not|
=1 all recipients will be Christian, but all ==

' will respond to kindness. Most im-

portantly .. please pray that each
card goes to the one who needs it |*®

the most, even if that person feels

. they need it the least.

Since these cards are going in-
to the prison system, there are some
' RULES .. Store-bought cards only,

no envelopes (just cards), no tri-
folds, no pockets, no pop ups, no
glitter, no loose pictures or mes-
sages, no trinkets, keepsakes or
gifts, no full names (just first
name, please), no addresses, no
phone numbers, no crayon, INK
ONLY. If possible, please rubber
band your cards or place them all in-
to a larger envelope with a count.

Thank you for continuing to support
this ministry.
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Join Us at
Advegt Worship

A

Advent
Begins
Nov. 30!

Veteran Services Food Pantry
Sidney, Ohio

Date: Sﬂ?f 910&5

_ . ch
Dear: OF Jo'hn'sr t-"anﬁ:lcmi Lol heran u.rd[

On behalf of the Veterans Services Food Pantry, we would like
to thank you for your generous gift to our program. With your help we
can continue to support and provide for the veteran community and
strengthen the common tie that binds both the veteran and their
families that reside in Shelby County, Ohio. By this donation it ensures
that NO Shelby County Veteran nor their immediate family shall go
without food or any necessary items to maintain quality of life.

Without you, this program would remain only a dream. Thank you
again for your support and your unselfish giving.

The Veterans Food Pantry is a 501C3 non-profit and your donation is
tax deductable.

Donation : M

Sincerely,

Q-

Deb Moorman, Treasurer
Veterans Service Food Pantry
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ST. JOHN’S Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to: |
LUTHERAN CHURCH B Elaine Boughner, 736 Stratford Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
20 W. WATER STREET Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365

SIDNEY, OHIO
45365 Dick Wilson, 5577 Heathrow Dr., Powell, Oh 43065-7970

PHONE: 937-492-8047 Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365

Hﬂp%éﬁggi?gﬁzoﬁi%COM Christine Weber-A03 Brenda Riddle, A-23

Dorothy Love Apartments: 2400 N. Kuther Rd., Sidney, Oh

i / ST. JOHN'S Margaret Ike, Apt. 213
' THRIFT SHOP ] M Ant. 301
} 319 SOUTH OHIO AVE. canne Viears, Apt.
1 SIDNEY, OH 45365 Gary Paul, Apt. 324

- PHONE: 937-492-0337
Dick Clark, Apt. 303N
Shirley Sparks, Apt. 117

WORSHIP SERVICES:

Koester Pavilion

°
SATURDAY, 6:00 PM. Mildred Hughes, 3232 N. Co. Rd. 25-A, Room 35, Troy, Oh 45373
/ SUNDAY, 830 & 10:30 AM |
]
g \ SUNDAY SCHOQOL, 9:30 Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh1150
l AM Residents: Ellen Freytag

Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road, Sidney, Oh 45365
Resident: LeRue Gooder, Rm. 506
of all nations, baptizing them in Phyllis Blust, Rm. 508

the name of the Father and of the Linda Steenrod, Rm. 802
Nick Miller, Rm. 306

“Go therefore and make disciples

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
Ayden Health Care (Piqua) 275 Kienle Drive, Piqua, Oh 45356

teaching them to obey everything

Pamela Morgan Rm. 307
that I have commanded you. And | Doris Conrad Rm. 300

remember, I am with you always,

“ g to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20 At St. John'’s, we are given the opportunity to worship
God, study His Word, and serve Him in many capaci-
R ties, while at the same time enjoying Christian fellow-
God’s Vision, ship. Please consider ways that you can get involved!

Our Mission

ey .
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