Cross Connection
St. John’s Lutheran Church
September 2022

Senior Lunch is Back!

When: Thursday, Sept. 8, 12
pm Meet : Church Parking Lot

“Blessing of the Quilts”
Worship Services
September 24 & 25
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Pastor Steve Edmiston

Hello St. John’s!
I love stories. I love sweeping epics that last for volumes, and I
like brief stories and tales that can make us laugh or cry. I
love stories told by the people who lived them, as well as “made
up” stories that transport us to another time or place. Stories
always make me think, engage my imagination, and often times
inspire me to act, behave, maybe even live differently.
This September in worship we are granted a look at many of
the stories Jesus told in his teaching and ministry. Most often
we refer to these stories as parables but they are always engaging, challenging, comforting and so much more. Typically
“parable” refers to a short didactic story illustrating a moral or a
religious truth. Jesus was a master of these stories and we will
look at some that are well known, and others not so much.
To me, Jesus’ parables always give us a glimpse of God’s kingdom, instruction in ways that we can live as followers and disciples, encouragement in our lives as we feel lost or left out. Jesus wants us to get into these stories and discover the truth of
God’s love they show to us. Sometimes that comes from inserting ourselves in the story, becoming a character, or an observer, sometimes that comes from digging into the nuts and bolts
of the story, other times it is using the story as a jumping off
point to look deeply at our lives, or our world, and the need of
those around us for the love of God.
I hope that you will join me, and some others, as we look at
these various parables of Jesus learning from them of the powerful, actual, right now and yet to come love and grace and forgiveness of God. Join us in worship. Join us in the stories.
Peace,
Pastor Steve
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Lori Holt
Brothers and Sisters,
Happy September!! School is underway, college is back in session, and catechism
has begun, and sports!! Whether it’s cross country, football, golf, soccer, tennis or
volleyball (I don’t think I’ve left out any fall sports in high school!!). After all four of my
children ran cross country in school, and my two oldest grandsons did the same; this
year we have no one running. My middle grandson is playing golf, and he’s really enjoying it. It’s not a spectator sport, unfortunately. His younger brother started playing
through the school several years ago, and he really likes it so he may end up playing
golf in three years when he gets to high school.

September 6 is National Read a Book Day. As a person who loves to read, this is a
great day. I read daily, and I’m not a little over half-way through Wicked. Good book!!
I wasn’t privileged to see the play, but perhaps someday!! I have a couple of books on
deck when I finish Wicked!! Before I started
reading this, I read Where The Crawdads
Sing; which was such a good book. The movie was amazing, too!! If you haven’t read
Crawdads, I highly recommend it!! The movie
is no longer in Piqua; but it is in Huber
Heights, though, I don’t know how long. And,
of course, the biggest book I read was the Bible. I still can’t believe it took me less than a
year to read it. I will do it again.
Please have a blessed September!! May God bless us all with goodness and kindness!

GO BUCKS!! O-H I-O!!
Happy Birthday, Stephanie!!
Happy Birthday, Kaitlyn!!
Happy Birthday, James!!
Love in Christ,
Lori

Weddings at St. John’s
Nick Shoemaker & Taylor Marie Bruns
August 13, 2022
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St. John’s Thrift Shop

Mary Cooke

Hello,

I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers following my
heart attack and during my struggles with gout…I’m back.
I would like to give a special thank you to the volunteers who helped to keep
the store open during my absence.
We will be doing our semi-annual change over on August 31 and September 1. So, on September 6, 2022 the racks will be full of fall and winter clothes. We will also have our fall
and Halloween items on display and available. Please feel free to stop in and say hello and
maybe find some bargains if you are so inclined.
Customer: 518
Cash: $1,645
Assistance in cash: $485.00
Assistance Clothes : 8.50
“My God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in
glory in Christ Jesus”.
Philippians 4:19

ALTAR GUILD
SEPTEMBER
KATHIE FIELDS
DARLENE HALL
PAT MULLEN
Dorothy Love Monthly
Worship Service
10 am, September 20, 2022
Pastor Steve presiding.
Please stop by and join us
for worship!
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Cards from Christ
“Cards from Christ” is the Ohio Christmas Cards for Inmates ministry. Its goal is

to provide a Christmas card to every incarcerated man and woman in the Ohio
prison system. It is an extension of the Christian Rap ministry which brings prisoners together in a Christian setting weekly. One leader of the rap class stated…
Whenever I welcome a new man into the Prison Christian Rap Class I always ask “Did you get an actual Christmas card from a stranger last year?”
The expression on their face breaks into a smile and they nod. I then tell
them about you and the God you are serving by sending your cards.
St. John’s will once again be collecting Christmas cards for the ‘Cards from
Christ’ effort so we can send a message of God’s love to those who need to hear
it. In 2021, this ministry delivered Christmas cards to over 60 different facilities.
We would like to help them reach their goal of 50,000 cards again this year.
We will be collecting cards between now and December 1 in drop off boxes just
inside the sanctuary. You are encouraged to sign the cards with your first name
only or ‘Your Friend’ or ‘Your Brother/Sister in Christ’. And you are welcome to
include encouraging messages. Please remember that not all recipients will be
Christian but all will respond to kindness. Most importantly … please pray that
each card goes to the one who needs it the most, even if that person feels they
need it the least.
Since these cards are going into the prison system, there are some rules … Storebought cards only, no envelopes (just cards), no trifolds, no pockets, no pop ups,
no glitter, no loose pictures or messages, no trinkets, keepsakes or gifts, no full
names (just first name, please), no addresses, no phone numbers, no crayon, INK
ONLY.
If possible, please rubber band your cards or place them all into a larger envelope
with a count. There will be a collection box for signed cards and a second box for
unsigned cards. It’s fine if you would like to donate
cards but prefer not to sign them. We’ll see that they
are signed before being sent.
Over the past several years, the members of St.
John’s have generously supported this ministry. And
with your help, we hope to do the same again this
year. So please consider joining this effort to tell
others about the wonderful God we serve.
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St. John’s Church Council Meeting Minutes
August 8, 2022
CALL TO ORDER: Pr esident, J acob Cook
OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston
AGENDA REVIEW: Addition: Method to allow voting par ticipation by homebound. *Dar in Davis
moved to approve as amended, Norb Mertz seconded. Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS:
Voting method for homebound persons
Per Pastor Steve the current constitution does not permit remote voting. Historically this was to encourage participation in person at the service as well as discourage any inappropriate voting processes. The
pending constitution, as structured similar to the ELCA model, gives possible options to support remote
participation. This would require a well-structured and monitored process designed to support fair and
accurate voting. Council may discuss options at a future date if/when new constitution is ratified.

OLD BUSINESS None
SECRETARY’S REPORT: A copy of the Secr etar y’s report was distributed with the agenda. Correction:
The report indicated the BB holes in the windows had been fixed. Repairs actually are not yet complete, but
approval has been given to proceed. *Deb Mertz moved to approve as amended, Linda Fogt seconded. Motion passed.
TREASURER’S REPORT: A copy of the Tr easur er ’s report was distributed with the agenda. Updated
some category descriptions. *Kaleb Headings moved to accept the report as amended, Norb Mertz seconded.
Motion passed.
STAFF REPORTS
Pastor Report: Report reviewed by Pastor Steve and enclosed hereto.
Volunteer Coordinator Report: Report submitted by Lori Holt, presented by Tina Ike, and enclosed hereto.
Thrift Shop Report: No report submitted.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Ministry – Education & Youth: Per Joyce, VBS went very well.
Ministry – Music & Worship: Per Deb, bell choir will start in September with 4 performances planned for
the year.
Outreach – Evangelism: Per Linda, met with Treasurer to review budget information. Should be starting
Cards for Christ in September.
Outreach – Parish Life: Per Darin, carry-in hog roast to be planned in September or October – will review more details next meeting.
Operations – Finance: Per Tina, met with Thomas to review budget information.
Operations – Property: Per Kaleb, reviewing Thrift Shop repair status.
Operations – Stewardship: Per Norb, response from newsletter article on stewardship is trickling in but
somewhat slow.
PRAYER REQUESTS
DEVOTIONS: Deb Mer tz
INFORMATION:
Sign-up sheets for communion assistants and devotions.
Newsletter deadline: Monday, August 22nd
Next Council Meeting: Monday September 12, 7pm. Committee meetings 6-7pm as needed.
ATTENDANCE:
Jacob Cook, Darin Davis, Pastor Steve Edmiston, Joyce Fishbaugh, Linda Fogt, Kaleb Headings, Tina Ike,
Myron Koester, Thomas Martin, Deb Mertz, Norb Mertz, Tatum Werntz, John Widney.
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Quilting Group
Once again this year, the ladies of St. John’s sewing circle have spent many hours creating quilts. A Blessing of
the Quilts to be shipped to Lutheran World Relief will take place during our worship services September 25.
The beautiful and colorful quilts will be displayed throughout the sanctuary and Pastor Steve will bless them for
the grateful recipients. Please join us for this important service to learn how sheets, yarn and batting have been
used to help change the lives of our neighbors in need.
You can participate in this life changing ministry in several ways:
-Join us in creating next years’ quilts. We meet monthly in the church basement the 4th Wednesday 9-11:30
am. Why not PLAN to KNOT quilts. Maybe you have an eye for colors to help coordinate our fabrics with
yarn.
-You may want to clean out your linen closets and donate gently used clean sheets or find a new home for balls
of yarn.
-You may wish to donate money to purchase batting. Just mark your offering envelope.
-If you want to help with the cost of shipping the quilts, write and mail your check to:
LWR
Quilts and Kits Shipping
PO Box 17061
Baltimore, MD 21298-9832
Our local truck and shipping from Dayton to the East coast liners is a free /donated service, BUT overseas
shipping transport is $2.50 per quilt.
-If you are a Thrivent Financial member who shares with St. John’s through Thrivent Choice Dollars, you may
want your dollars to help with our quilt ministry. Contact a council member to let them know.

*****TIED IN FAITH*****SENT IN HOPE*****WRAPPED IN LOVE*****
Imagine the comfort that comes from a hug at a time when one needs it most. That’s the feeling you
can share with a Lutheran World Relief quilt. St. John’s Quilting Circle has changed lives. The ultimate purpose of a quilt is to provide warmth, an essential need for people in every climate. In addition
to being a cozy, clean new bed cover, it can be:
*A baby carrier tied around a mother's back
*A market display, spread on the ground and piled with vegetables
*A sack for transporting these goods to market
*A sunshade
* Protection against the wind, rain and leaky roofs
*To soothe a sleeping child
*A blanket on cold nights
*To grace the shoulders of a frail person who can never be too warm
*A shawl and most importantly
*A constant reminder that someone, far away, cares a lot.

These quilts are more that the sum of their stitches. Prayers and hope went into the making of the quilts
and accompanied them as they made their way to recipients. Made by human hands and prayed ever by
human hearts, the quilts affirm the value of the life of someone else and serve as a reminder of God’s
comforting and unconditional love.
GOD PROVIDES...That's what Lutheran World Relief Quilts are all about.
GOD PROVIDES simple fabrics, thread and needles.
GOD PROVIDES time together around the quilting tables.
GOD PROVIDES extraordinary gifts, wrapped in love.
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Thrivent Employment: Financial Services Support Professional
Organization/Business Overview:
The Western Ohio Group, an established financial services practice for Thrivent in Piqua, Ohio
is looking for a full-time Financial Services Support Professional. We’re hiring motivated people to grow with us. If you have a heart for service and a passion for helping others, we’d like
to connect with you. This position will likely grow in responsibility, and future industry licensing may be required of this integral team player.
Position summary:
This role is critical to our client experience and requires a friendly, upbeat demeanor. The Financial Services Support Professional supports the daily operations of the practice, including,
but not limited to answering the phones, meeting/greeting clients, handling/distributing postal
mail and practice email, ordering supplies, utilizing Thrivent computer systems and programs
in support of client relations, and other administrative tasks as assigned. Financial Services
Support Professional reports to and is employed by Mark Reedy.
*This position does NOT provide medical benefits.
Job Description/ Position Responsibilities
Handles incoming telephone calls and responds to requests for information
Performs routine administrative duties such as maintaining office supplies and processing mail
Prepares or coordinates the preparation of routine correspondence, reports, and special
projects typically of a routine nature
Supports projects, administration of various programs, and processing functions as needed
Drives client-facing activity in the practice by scheduling meetings with clients on behalf of the practice’s Financial Professionals
Updates the contact management system with client contact and preference information
Assists Financial Professionals in the preparation and follow up for the client meetings
Tracks practice expenses and oversees the practice bill paying
Provides backup support on tasks that do not require any type of licensing or registration
for other staff members, as needed
Participates in the business planning process
Completes other miscellaneous tasks as assigned
Position Qualifications
Previous administrative/secretarial experience desired
Experience in a Financial Services organization strongly preferred
Must be securities registered (series 7 & 66 or 6 & 63) or be willing to do so within 120 days
of hire/contract
Strong technical computer aptitude and knowledge of business tools (e.g., Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint) or ability to learn
Ability to handle multiple tasks and maintain a high quality of work while experiencing frequent interruptions
Ability to maintain the integrity of sensitive/confidential information
As part of our recruiting/hiring/contracting process, a verification of a candidate's background
will be made to complete the hiring/contracting process. In addition, fingerprints will be taken
for submission to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for review against nationwide fingerprint
records. Find this info at thrivent.com
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A big thank you

to all who are involved with our quilting ministry in 2022. These folks have
been a giving and compassionate group. We thank Bob Vogler for delivering our quilts to Kettering
every year.
What a great example of serving our Lord. You have truly been a blessing to our neighbors in need
around the globe.
The Bible teaches us in Matthew 22:37-39 to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind”. This is the first and greatest commandments and the second is
like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Quilting Circle Group
Linda Fogt
Lynn Kearns
Darlene Hall
Leta Rank
Barb Roeth
Judy Hall
Ginny Leapley
Janet Martin
Sheila Beer
Joyce Fishbaugh
Connie Cotner

Wrapping our Ukrainian Neighbors
in Love (and Quilts)
Since April, Lutheran World Relief has
been continuously supporting six sanatoriums-health facilities turned housing centers for internally displaced Ukrainians-in
the west of the country. These centers shelter families fleeing bombs, violence and
uncertainty. LWR subsidizes the cost of
emergency housing for more than 15,000
people. Most arrive with only the clothing
on their backs, so providing these families
with essential supplies is of the utmost importance. Since there’s no place like our neighbors in these
centers. Until there’s a safe option to return home, our quilts
will be with our neighbors in need, reminding them of God’s
loving presence in a world rife with suffering.
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St. John’s
Lutheran Church
120 W. Water street
Sidney, Ohio
45365
Phone: 937-492-8047
Fax: 937-492-2462

http://www.sidneystjohns.com

Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to:
Doris Conrad, 2360 Wapak Ave. #106, Sidney, Oh 45365
Helen Dill, 15100 Birchaven Lane, Apt. 116, Findlay, Ohio 45840
Mildred Hughes, 2016 Fair Oaks Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365
Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365

St. John’s
Thrift Shop

319 South Ohio Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365
Phone: 937-492-0337

Residents:

Norma Durnell-W15, Marilyn Brulport-E14,
and Christine Weber-A03
Dorothy Love Apartments:
Wayne Brockman, 2500 N. Kuther Rd., Apt. 317

Worship Services:

Fran Brockman, Margaret Ike

Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am

Jerry Gibbs, 701 Bennett Circle

Sunday School, 9:30
am

Dorothy Love Homes:
Jeanne Mears, 2500 N. Kuther Road, Rm. 301 N, Sidney, Oh 45365
Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh

Residents:
Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road, Sidney, Oh 45365
Resident: Vivian McDermitt, Room 603

“Go therefore and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them in

Elwood, 711 S. Walnut St., New Bremen, Oh 45869
Resident: Janet Baumgardner, Suite 1032
Heartland

the name of the Father and of the

Pamela Morgan, 275 Kienle Drive, Room 409, Piqua, Oh 45356

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and

Brookdale, 1744 West High St. Piqua, Oh 45356

teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20

God’s Vision,
Our Mission
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At St. John’s, we are given the opportunity
to worship God, study His Word, and serve
Him in many capacities, while at the same
time enjoying Christian fellowship. Please
consider ways that you can get involved!
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“Blessing of the Quilts”

27
PB&J, 5:30 pm

25
26
Worship, 8:30 &
AA, 12 pm
10:30 am
Adult & Children Sunday school,
9:30 am

28
AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6 pm

20
21
JOY Circle, 1 pm
Quilting, 9 am
Dorothy Love, 10 am AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6 pm

14
AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6 pm

7
AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6 pm

WED

18
19
Worship, 8:30 &
AA, 12 pm
10:30 am
Adult & Children Sunday school,
9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am

12
AA, 12 pm
Church Committee,
6 pm
Church Council , 7
pm

13
PB&J, 5:30 pm

4

11
Worship, 8:30 &
10:30 am
Adult & Children Sunday school,
9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am

TUE

6
PB&J, 5:30 pm

MON

5
Worship, 8:30 &
Office Closed
10:30 am
AA, 12 pm
Adult & Children Sunday school,
9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am
Labor Day

SUN

29

22

15

30
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

23
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

16
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

9
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

2
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

1

8
Senior Lunch, 12
pm

FRI

THU

24
Worship, 6 pm
NA, 8 pm

17
Worship, 6 pm,
NA, 8 pm

10
Worship, 6 pm,
NA, 8 pm

3
Worship, 6 pm
NA, 8 pm

SAT

