Cross Connection
St. John’s
Lutheran Church
February 2022

Transfiguration of Jesus

March 2

VOLUNTEERING
OPPORTUNITIES

Installation of Church Council
Scheduled for February (to be announced)

Altar Guild

8:30 am service and 10:30 am service
(according to which service council member attends.)
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Lectors

Thrift Shop
Funeral Meals

Each of theses areas are in need of help.
Please consider volunteer ing your time
and talent. Call the office, 937-4928047, for more information.

Pastor Steve Edmiston

Cold January is reluctantly moving on. In my past, this

experience leads to an even colder February. Regardless of
how cold it is outside, it is good to remember the warmth of
God’s love and comfort we receive in worship.
I know that on cold winter days, to roll over under warm covers can be a
blessing beyond measure. I also know that coming together with sisters and
brothers to pray and praise, sing and ponder in worship is always a blessing –
always. I encourage you to join us. I know it is cold (but the pastor always
has a lot of hot air!) and we miss you when you are not with us.
Some of us are still leery over the virus. Some of us can’t make it up steps, or
across snowy sidewalks. We understand. God understands. If you cannot
join us in worship, we have live stream available on Sunday mornings and an
archive of past weeks. I want to thank all the crew that make those possible.
We are approaching 6,000 total views since we have started measuring which
is close to eight (8) views a day.
We have an amazing blessing from God, to be in worship together. I hope that
you will take advantage of any and all of these opportunities. I know that it is
cold outside but it is always warm in the love of God. We can’t wait to see
you.
Peace,
Pastor Steve

Church Treasurer
Position Open
St. John’s Lutheran Church of Sidney, Ohio is looking for a treasurer for our congregation. We are looking
for someone with some experience in finance, bookkeeping or accounting. The duties of the treasurer include
recording of deposits, check writing, balancing of accounts, payroll and employee withholding, taxes and reporting to the council and congregation. Specific duties are available upon request.
This is a stipended position. All interested parties are asked to send a resume to St. John’s Lutheran Church,
120 W. Water Street Sidney, OH 45365 or to pse8@sidneystjohns.com.
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Lori Holt

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Here we are at February already!
Two big questions: 1-Will Punxsutawney
Phil see his shadow, I hope, giving us six
more weeks of winter-like weather?? 2- Who
will win Super Bowl LVI on February 13? It’s
a week later this year since they added a
17th game to the regular season. Of course,
at this writing, we don’t know who will be
there yet!!
LOVE - For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
--John 3:16
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails. --1 Corinthians 13:1-8a
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another.”
--John 13:34
A Very Happy Birthday, Diana!!
Thinking of you on your 64th Anniversary, Mom and Dad!!
Love in Christ,
Lori
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St. John’s Thrift Shop

Mary Cooke

After being out on a cold winter’s day, do you give thanks for the warm
home you return to? A couple came into the Thrift Shop recently on a cold
day. It was near the end of the month and they were looking for somewhere
to stay for a few days. They had a place lined up but couldn’t move in until the first of the
month. Unfortunately, the Thrift Shop is too small to assist with housing. That same day, another woman spent hours in the Thrift Shop looking through clothes on the racks and items

on the shelves. She does not have a permanent place to live and it’s not hard to believe that
she extended her time at the Shop because it was a warm place to be. On a bitterly cold day
in January, a man came in and ask for and was given the handful of candles we had at the
Shop. He is staying in a tent and will use the candles
to generate a little heat.
We should all thank God for the many blessings he
bestows upon us, like our warm homes. And we can
be further blessed by sharing our time, our talents

and our resources with places like the Thrift Shop,
Mercy Mission House, the Alpha Meals program
and all of those ministries who help others. Thank
you for your continued support of these ministries.

December Thrift Shop Statistics
Clients: 60
$ Assistance: $1,649.21
$ In-kind Assistance: $56.95
Clients: 5

Year End Statistics 2021
Clients: 482
Assistance: $9,698.88
In-Kind Assistance: $687.47
Clients: 78

But let all who take refuge in you be glad: let them ever sing, for joy. Spread your
protection over them that those who love your name may rejoice in you. Psalm 5:11
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Winter Indoor Activity Ideas
Prayer Time
Sit down in your comfy chair and have a conversation, prayer, or thoughtful meditation with our Lord. You will find
this peaceful and enlightening.
Plan Your Summer Vacation
What better time to get excited for your summer vacation than on a cold winter's day? Check out warm weather
websites and magazines, and plan a future getaway with friends and family while you have the downtime.
Make an Awesome Breakfast
Time to step it up from the on-the-run breakfast you usually have and make some French toast, bacon, or eggs to
enjoy. Or try something different, but easy, like skillet apple pancakes.
Take an Online Class or Tutorial
Take advantage of the time to learn something new for a few hours by taking an easy online class or tutorial. Search
online for free options ranging from intro language classes to DIY tutorials to crafts.
Fireside Camp Out
If you have a fireplace, a wintery day is a great time to light it up. Have a little camp-out next to it with comfy
pillows, snacks, and games or a good book. This is also a great option if you are without power. (See also: Power
Outage Staples)
Check Out Some Good Blogs
There are some great blogs (in addition to Wise Bread, of course) that can help you better your life or learn some
great tips. Check out some of my favorites, like Zen Habits, The Daily Green, or The Art of Manliness, to get
started.
Afternoon Tea
Have your own tea party right at home. You can get fancy and use nice china and put out little sandwiches and
treats. This is also a fun activity you can do with the kids, substituting hot chocolate for tea if you want.
Catch Up With Family and Friends
Getting in touch with the grandparents or a long-lost friend over the phone or Skype makes for a great indoor activity and can be a lot of fun for all.
Grilled Cheese and Tomato Soup
The ultimate rainy day lunch is great on any day, let alone a cold one. Indulge in an awesome grilled cheese using any
type of cheese you love and put on a pot of some delicious tomato soup. (See also: 3 Snow-Day Recipes)
Enjoy a Hobby
Break out your knitting needles, woodworking gear, or model trains, and enjoy some time working on your favorite
hobby. Check out some suggestions for new indoor hobbies if you are in need of finding something entertaining. (See
also: 10 Money-Making Hobbies)
Home Improvement
A day off due to the weather can give you the opportunity to try that home improvement project you have been
wanting to do, but could never find the time to get done. Just be sure you have all your materials and can safely do
the task. (See also: One-Day DIY Home Projects)
Organize Something
You may need to skip this if you view organizing as a chore, but for many who get pure satisfaction after it's done,
it's a rewarding task when you're not rushed. Pick a spot you have always wanted to organize, like the junk drawer,
your jewelry drawer, or the laundry room closet, and go to town.
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Winter Indoor Activity Ideas continues
Video Game Marathon
Anyone into gaming probably doesn't need a snow day excuse to play, but a day stuck inside provides a wonderful opportunity for a video game marathon. Or, involve the kids and do Wii competitions or learning games on your tablet or
computer.
Popcorn and Movie Day
Sort of a given on any winter day, but pop up some popcorn and get comfy on the couch with your favorite movie(s).
Bake Something
Making good old chocolate chip cookies is an entertaining winter's day activity, as is making other delicious recipes like
warm pies and fresh-baked bread. Or, try some easy winter treat recipes that the kids can help with, too.
Catch Up on Your Shows
Another given for a cold day stuck inside, but catching up on your favorite shows that you missed during busy weeks is
a fun way to pass the time. Or, indulge in some mindless daytime TV without the guilt.
Make Soup
Making a nice pot of homemade hot soup is not only easy, but it's also very satisfying on a winter's day. Try a
good chicken noodle recipe, a roasted cauliflower, or my favorite, butternut squash and carrot soup.
Make Something
Get creative and make something with your hands. Crafts can be super simple, like paper crafting, to more skilled
things like knitting, sewing, and jewelry making. Check out Joann's and Michaels for some great craft projects you can
do at home based on skill level. (See also: 18 Upcycled Craft Projects)
Workout
If working out is your thing, don't despair if you can't get to the gym or go outside. Do your own mini at-home
workout using weights, a program online, or a workout DVD to get that much-needed exercise. (See also: Frugal Winter Exercising)
Brain Teasers
Games like Sudoku, crosswords, and word finds are great ways to relax and enjoy your time. Get cozy with a warm
blanket and do some games from the newspaper, online, or any collections you may have.)
Indoor Fort
This is a great one if you have kids or just feel adventurous. Transform your living room into a fun fort using chairs
and blankets to make a cozy hideout for the day.
Beauty Treatments
Give yourself a mini spa day with a variety of DIY beauty treatments. Whether it's a nice manicure/pedicure, a relaxing scrub, or an avocado mask, it's a good day to beautify and relax. (See also: Spa Treatments You Can Do at Home)
Paint Something
Spreading out some paper and paints for the kids on a winter day indoors makes a great activity. Join in the fun and
paint your own creations too, or find some extra jars, boxes, or other items to dress up with some paint for some new
decor.
Board Games
Break out the Monopoly or other great board games you may have on hand for a game day marathon with your family
or roommates. (See also: 5 Great Card and Board Games)
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Dear St. John’s Luther’s Purse,
Thank you so much for your generous donation! We appreciate your
church’s support of our service to
Shelby County.
God bless you.
Captain K. Mays, Salvation Army
Dear St. John’s Luther’s Purse,
As we navigate through this uncertain time that we now live in, we
are blessed by amazing supporters
like you. Match Day was a success
for S & H. Your $1000 donation,
matched to $2000 allows us to purchase the changing table and accessible vending machines we need.
Thank you for helping us maintain
our mission.
Michelle Herndon,
CEO of S&H Products
St. John’s Luther Purse,
Thank you so much for your generous gift of $1000 to New
Choices on Match Day 2021.
Through your donation , we will
be able to purchase new doors
and enhance the security of the
entrances to our shelter. Thank
you for supporting our mission to
serve victims of domestic violence in Shelby county. You truly
make the difference for us and we
are extremely grateful!
Danielle Sweitzer, New Choices
Director
Thank you for your generosity
and the support you give to the
Women’s Center.
Cindy DeLuke,
Boutique Coordinator, ENLC
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St. John’s Church Council

January 10, 2022

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
COUNCIL MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER: Pastor Steve Edmiston
OPENING DEVOTION: Pastor Steve Edmiston
AGENDA REVIEW: Agenda was r eviewed, additions include election of officer s and open
committee seats. *Jacob Cook motioned to approve as amended, Myron Koester seconded. Motion
passed.
NEW BUSINESS:
Assign Council members to committees
Pastor Steve distributed a list of committees requesting each member to pick top two on which
they are interested in serving. He will review data and assign for next meeting.
Election of officers
Discussion was held. Jacob Cook was nominated for President by Tina Ike, seconded by Kaleb
Headings. Darin Davis was nominated for Vice President by Linda Fogt seconded by Joyce
Fishbaugh, Tina Ike was nominated for Secretary by Myron Koester, seconded by Joyce
Fishbaugh. Vote was taken and all positions were confirmed.
Open Council Seats
One student position and four adult positions finished their terms at the end of 2021. We have replaced with 2 adult positions Kaleb Headings and John Widney. We would like to fill 2 more
adult positions. Council members were encouraged to reach out to 1 or 2 congregants by next
meeting to see if those can be filled. For the student position, Libby does not think she can
make all the meetings and asked if the position could be shared with Tatum. Council is not
opposed to this and would like to know if they would be willing to share this for a 2 year term.
Pr. Steve will review with them and and bring back for discussion/approval.
OLD BUSINESS
Church Repairs
Both outside and inside repairs are needed for the church. Wellman Bros has a quote for the ou
side and Skinner Co has a quote for the inside. Pr. Steve will verify if estimates given last year
are still valid. If so, Council will review at next meeting, discuss funding, and vote to bring to
a Congregational meeting for approval.
SECRETARY’S REPORT: A copy of the Secr etar y’s report was distributed with the agenda. Corrections: 1) Paragraph that begins with “It was noted that the piano…” located after the Treasurer’s
report is from a previous meeting and should be removed, and 2) Clarify that John Widney agreed to
join council and that Council moved, seconded, and passed the motion to appoint him to council.
*Joyce Fishbaugh moved to approve as amended, Norb Mertz seconded. Motion passed.
Continues next page
Drug Deactivation Pouches
The Sidney Police Department, in partnership with the Shelby County Drug Task Force, has made Deterra drug deactivation pouches available to St. John’s (located at the church entrances. These simple to use pouches allow individuals
to easily and safely dispose of old and unused pills, liquids, and patches. Once deactivated, these pouches can be disposed of in your trash. A supply of the pouches is available at both entrances. Please feel free to take a few home to
have on hand. The Deterra pouches are available at other locations in the community as well, including the Health Department, Fair Haven, the Senior Center, Bunny’s Pharmacy, and Meal Prep Life. For larger quantities of medications,
the Sidney Police Department and the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office have drug disposal containers located in their lobbies for public use.
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St. John’s Church Council

(Page 2)

TREASURER’S REPORT: A copy of the Tr easur er ’s report was distributed with the agenda.
*Kaleb Headings moved to accept the report as submitted, Norb Mertz seconded. Motion passed.
Additional notes from Jeff: November and December were well funded, we missed budget but by less
than anticipated, gas price from Vectren increased out of contract and he has not be able to negotiate
it back down but it is still competitive for the market, deadline to request money to attend youth gathering is next week.
STAFF REPORTS
Pastor Report: Report reviewed by Pastor Steve and enclosed hereto. Ash Wednesday is March
2nd; Easter is April 17th.
Volunteer Coordinator Report: Report submitted by Lori Holt and presented by Tina Ike. Enclosed hereto.
Thrift Shop Report: Report submitted by Mary and presented by Linda Fogt. Enclosed hereto.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Education & Youth: Nothing to report.
Evangelism: Nothing to report.
Finance: Nothing to report.
Music & Worship: No report.
Parish Life: No report.
Property: Reviewed data during Church Repairs portion of agenda.
Stewardship: Nothing to report.
PRAYER REQUESTS
DEVOTIONS: Linda Fogt
INFORMATION:
Sign-up sheets for communion assistants and devotions.
Community Meal: has not restarted yet – coupling with Mercy House.
Newsletter deadline: Wed Jan 19th
Next Council Meeting: Monday Feb 14, 7pm.
ATTENDANCE:
Jacob Cook, Pastor Steve Edmiston, Jeff Fannon, Joyce Fishbaugh, Linda Fogt, Kaleb Headings, Tina
Ike, Myron Koester, Norb Mertz. Excused Darin Davis, Deb Mertz, Phil Kocher. Absent John Widney.

Worship Services at Dorothy Love
In order to provide communion for St. John’s members who live at Dorothy Love, a monthly worship service is scheduled. All residents are invited to attend, and members of St. John’s are encouraged to come and accompany a family member or friend. The service is scheduled with Pastor Steve Edmiston.
Dorothy Love Retirement Community, Tuesday, February 15 , 10 a.m.
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St. John’s
Lutheran Church
120 W. Water street
Sidney, Ohio
45365
Phone: 937-492-8047
Fax: 937-492-2462

http://www.sidneystjohns.com

St. John’s
Thrift Shop

319 South Ohio Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365
Phone: 937-492-0337

Please pray for our Homebound Members and mail them a card to:
Doris Conrad, 2360 Wapak Ave. #106, Sidney, Oh 45365
Helen Dill, 15100 Birchaven Lane, Apt. 116, Findlay, Ohio 45840
Mildred Hughes, 2016 Fair Oaks Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Erika Montgomery, 2333 Apache Dr., Sidney, Oh 45365
Rhonda Vance, 1302 Spruce St., Sidney, Oh 45365
Jean Reinhardt, 2515 Apple Ridge Lane, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
Dorothy Love, 3003 W. Cisco Road, Sidney, Oh 45365

Residents:
Norma Durnell-W15, Gail Shively-A01,
Marilyn Brulport-E14, and Christine Weber-A03

Worship Services:
Saturday, 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 am
Sunday School, 9:30
am

Dorothy Love Apartments:
Fran Brockman, 2500 N. Kuther Rd., Apt. 224
Wayne Brockman, 2500 N. Kuther Rd., Apt. 317
Dorothy Love Homes:
Jerry Gibbs, 701 Bennett Circle
Jeanne Mears, 408 Holmes Place

Fair Haven, 2901 Fair Rd., Sidney, Oh
Residents: Teresa Fultz
“Go therefore and make disciples

of all nations, baptizing them in

Landings of Sidney, 1150 Russell Road, Sidney, Oh 45365
Resident: Vivian McDermitt, Room 603

the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And
remember, I am with you always,

God’s Vision,
Our Mission

to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:19-20

At St. John’s, we are given the opportunity to worship
God, study His Word, and serve Him in many capacities, while at the same time enjoying Christian fellowship. Please consider ways that you can get involved!
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27
28
Worship, 8:30 & 10:30 Staff Meeting, 9am
am, Adult & Children
AA, 12 pm
Sunday school, 9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am

20
Worship, 8:30 & 10:30
am
Adult & Children Sunday school,
9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am

22

15
PB&J, 5:30 pm
JOY Circle, 1 pm
Dorothy Love, 10 am

14 Staff Meeting, 9am
AA, 12 pm
Committee Mtg, 6 pm
Church Council, 7 pm

13
Worship, 8:30 & 10:30
am
Adult & Children Sunday school,
9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am

21
Staff Meeting, 9am
AA, 12 pm

8
PB&J, 5:30 pm

7
Staff Meeting, 9 am
AA, 12 pm

Worship, 8:30 & 10:30
am
Adult & Children
Sunday school,
9:30 am
WFC, 9:30 am

23
Quilting, 9 am
AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6:30 pm

16
AA, 12 pm
PB&J, 5:30 pm
Catechism, 6:30 pm

9
AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6:30 pm

2
AA, 12 pm
Catechism, 6:30 pm

1
PB&J, 5:30 pm
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WED

TUE

MON

SUN

24

17

10

3

THU

25
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

18
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

11
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

4
Office Closes, 1 pm
AA, 12 pm

FRI

26
Worship, 6 pm
NA, 8 pm

19
Worship, 6 pm
NA, 8 pm

12
Worship, 6 pm,
NA, 8 pm

5
Worship, 6 pm
NA, 8 pm

SAT

