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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

I hope everyone had a blessed Easter Sunday Celebration!  We continue in the rejoicing that 
the tomb is empty and we are given life eternal through the risen and alive Lord Jesus.  Bless-
ings to all in His name. 

 

May is another busy month around here.  I want to lift-up a few of the special events that will 
be taking place: 

 

FOOR FOR THE POOR ï Saturday/Sunday, May 6-7.  We will have a guest pastor with 
us for these services.  Food For the Poor is a ministry of the ELCA, but also includes 
other denominations.  Their focus of ministry is 17 countries throughout the Caribbean 
and Latin America.  A representative from Food For the Poor was with us a number of 
years ago.  I get a lot of these kinds of requests across my desk and am very careful in 
which ones I respond to.  There is further information in the newsletter. 

 

Monday, May 1st  from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. St. John's will be hosting a grief support group 
called ñGrief Shareò.  This is a 13 week event, though a person can join at any time 
and pick up missed classes next time around.  This opportunity is open to all members 
of St. John's and anyone in the community age 18 and older.  There is no cost to attend.  
The group will meet in the church parlor.  There will be no class on May 29th and July 
3rd. The series will conclude on August 7th.  You may register for the group by calling 
Lynn at the church office at 492-8047. 

 

Confirmation, Sunday, May 21st ï we will celebrate with eight of our young people in the 
Rite of Affirmation of Baptism. We rejoice with these young people and their families 
as they reach another step on their journey of faith. 

 

Recognition of High School graduates will take place on Sunday, May 28th early on at 
the 10:30 service.  Yet one more milestone in the lives of our younger members.  What a 
blessing to see them reach this point in life and ready to head out into what God has in 
store for them next. 

 

These events and others remind us of the circle of life, the blessings and opportunities that 
God places in our lives.  We have much to celebrate and much to be thankful for.   

 

I pray that you have a blessed spring and rejoice each day that the Lord has given us. 

 

  From Pastor Jon  

C  C  
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Here we are, May!! Spring flowers are blooming and the leaves on the trees are getting bigger!! Ste-
ve has begun mowing both yards again!! AND itôs a very big month for everyone!! 

 

On a serious note, May 16 marks one year since my Mom joined my Dad and my brother with Jesus. 
I still miss them so much. I always will. 

 

OK, on a much happier note, we will celebrate Confirmation Sunday on May 21!! Congratulations to 
our 9

th
 graders Ranaya Conrad, Hayden Davies, Ryan Kies, Tyler Kies, TJ Leonard, Cole Pitchford, 

Erin Stephens and Trey Werntz!! May God bless you and continue to lead you as your faith journeys 
continue!!  

 

AND graduation!!!             
 Sidney High School has graduation on Saturday, May 27; and Russia High school has gradu-
ation on Sunday, May 28. Congratulations to Mackenzie Bates, Conor Beer, Kate Cook, Sam Cook, 
Jennifer Ferree, Grace Martin and Eliot Wilson!! May God bless you wherever you go!! 

 

Our monthly community meal will be Saturday, May 27, from 11:00 am through 12:00 pm. Anyone 
who would like to help with this awesome ministry is always welcome!! 

 

On Memorial Day, remember those who gave their lives for freedom not only here in America; but 
throughout the world!! May God bless them!! 

 

Love in the risen Christ,                             

Lori 

 

 

   Lori Holt 

C  C  
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To all those who helped with and do-nated to the Easter Breakfast! The youth group 
raised over $170 dollars for their account. Thanks to all those who provided wonderful food and the goodwill 
donations of those who attended. Huge thank you to those who helped in the kitchen and made sure the break-
fast ran so smoothly! 

 

 

Also, a special thank you to all the youth who helped lead the SonRise service on Easter morning. I know 7am 
came VERY early for all of us, but it was a wonderful service, and thank you to those who attended, it was 
very encouraging for myself and the kids. Hopefully we can have another youth lead service in the future! 

 

 

HOUSTON WE HAVE A GATHERINGé The ELCA National Youth Gathering 
is just over a year away and it is time to start planning, fundraising, and getting EX-
CITED! The Gathering is open to all current 7th-11th grade students, and we will 
need chaperones as well. The 2018 gathering will be in Houston, TX June 27th- July 
1st 2018. An informational meeting will be held on May 7th at 9:30am. A letter 
was sent out to families last week so be sure to attend. Check out the Gathering web-
site: https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering and see Jess if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

 

 

Calling ALL High School Youthé We will be starting a bi-weekly group this summer for all students going 
into grades 9th-12th. More information will be sent out in May, so be on the lookout for that, but it will be a 
time of fellowship, music, games, and devotional studies as a young adult family. If you have any questions, 
please let Jess know. 

 

 

 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST! we will be having a youth bonfire this Summeré Be on the 
lookout for more information to come soon, but be prepared to bring friends and have a great 
time! This event will be open for all youth 6th-12th grade. See Eric Johnson and/or Jess with 
any questions. 

 

 

 

  Youth and Family Ministry... 

C  C  

https://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
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Bicycling Group 

 

 

Are you riding your bicycle for exercise, would you 
like to find someone to ride with you?  Letôs get to-
gether and explore some of the bike paths in the area. 

The Bicycle Group has resumed the new riding sea-
son. We require a multi-speed bike and a helmet. We 
will be riding on Tuesday mornings throughout the 
season and each week deciding the destination for the 
following week. If you are interested or have ques-
tions, call Lynn Kearns at 726-0106 or Ted Tinsler at 

498-9837.  

    

Sunday, May 

òMothers 

hold their  

childõs hand  

for a moment 

and their heart 

for a lifetimeó 
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St. Johnôs News 

C  C  

    U.S. Flag Pole To Be Dedicated 
 Thanks to the initiative begun by St. Johnôs member Mark Harrod, a flagpole will be 
installed close to (behind) the new St. Johnôs church sign, located in the courtyard (corner of 
Water & West). 
 With approvals secured from Pastor Schriber, Church Council, and the City of Sidney, 

this project is planned for completion by Memorial Day 2017, 
with a dedication service planned for June 11. 
 We are asking for your help to fund this project. Costs, 
including installation and illumination, will be approximately 
$1600. This will enable us to purchase a 3-inch pole that is 25 
feet tall and the flag will be approximately 4x6 feet. We believe 
this pole and flag will be a nice size, without overpowering the 
natural lines our church facilities.  
 Donations can be made directly to the church office 
or by a specified purpose / amount in your envelopes. Checks 
should be made out to: St. Johnôs Lutheran Church, with 
Flag Pole shown on the memo line. All donations will be 
gratefully accepted. Donations received more than actual ex-
penses will be given to the Church to offset future costs of flag 

replacement. 
          In His service, 
         Mark Harrod 
         Devon Beer 
         Duane Mullen 
 
        

     Mother/Daughter Banquet 
           All Women Invited! 
                ñButtons, Bows, & Blessingsò 
       Monday, May 15th, AT 6 pm 
                                                                                     St. Johnôs Lutheran Church Basement 
                                                                           Tickets: 
                                                                           Under age 3:                  Free 
                                                                           Ages 3-10 yrs. old:       $5.00   

                      Ages 11 yrs.-adult $10.00 
Meal provided by Koesters 

Featuring Speaker ñJim Bowsherò, writer and historian, believes that history lives and breathes through the 
ages of the people who experienced it. And the best way to learn the real truth of history is to listen to the sto-
ries of the people who lived through it. Hear what it was like for the average person that may have been on 
the fringes of a historic event. History is not just a series of facts, but how those events impacted peopleôs 
lives and changed how they viewed the world. Jim is amazing and his stories all have a lesson to be learned! 

Join us for a wonderful evening of fun and fellowship!  
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If you were in church on Easter morning you most likely heard this phrase being proclaimed: ñAlleluia! Christ is Risen!ò ñHe is 
Risen indeed! Alleluia!ò. What a joyous morning for so many of us to remember the depth of Godôs love for all humanity, to re-
member that we have a Savior who refused to stay dead and rose again to bring us the promise of everlasting life. But what happens 
when you reach Easter morning and are still experiencing Good Friday? What happens when the joy that is being proclaimed all 
around does not reflect the state of your inner being? What do we say in this time of joyous Alleluias when we feel 
anything but joyous? Friends, Good Friday doesnôt happen once a year and simply last the night rather Good Friday 
is a continual journey. We encounter Good Friday situations many times throughout our year or life and sometimes 
our Good Fridayôs are prolonged past the Easter joy and to be honest, that is okay. If I have learned anything from 
the merger between Capital and Trinity it would be simply this, we all need to grieve. Grieving comes in different 
forms and lasts for different amounts of time but it is necessary. The merger between Capital and Trinity has been a 
heavy grieving period for me and to be honest my Good Friday grieving was not complete by the time we were 
shouting Alleluia on Easter morning. But I can hold on to the promise that once I have grieved, those Easter morning Alleluiaôs will 
still be present. I will still have a God that will allow me to rejoice a risen Christ even if it is not during the liturgically appropriate 
time. So, friends, if you reached Easter and were not ready to shout those Alleluiaôs just yet, that is okay. Know that once you reach 
that point God will rejoice with you and I will too. Take your time with Good Friday and know that the risen Christ who conquered 
death is with you.    Peace, 
                                       Laura 

Greetings! 

              As this semester comes to a close, there is a certain amount of reflection on the last two years that 
seems to be taking place. The last two years have been the setting for so much learning and transition. The last 

year in particular has placed a lot of stress on those of us at the seminary with the ñreunionò be-
tween Capital and Trinity. As I prepare to head on to internship, I wonder what will happen here at 
the seminary while I am away. I have faith that everything is in Godôs hands though, and that 
whatever comes of all this, that I will continue to follow Godôs path for me. 

                                                     Cody B. 

 

 

This past weekend, Jess Roberts and I traveled to Philadelphia, PA to present on the Bible Study I created and taught at St. John's 
called The Sixth Day.  I was selected by Trinity Lutheran Seminary to be their representative for the Hein-Fry Book of Faith Chal-
lenge.  At the event, there were representatives from each of the Eastern ELCA seminaries including Philadelphia, Gettysburg, and 

Southern.  Jess served as the congregational representative for the presentation and we were one of four presenta-
tions offered before an ELCA panel including Rev., Dr. Timothy Wengert (who also served as the keynote speak-
er), Rev., Dr. Michelle Carlson, and Rev. Fritz Fowler.  We received excellent feedback and it was a great week-
end full of mutual inspiration and encouragement.  Jess and I both left with great ideas, strategies, and concepts to 
employ in our current and future contexts!  Many thanks to all those who participated in the study.  I was proud to 
represent St. John's and Trinity. 

        Dan 

 From Our Seminarians  

C  C  
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Confirmation & Sunday School 

Confirmation 

Congratulations to the following 9th graders who are affirming their faith through       
confirmation.  Confirmation provides the students with the opportunity to make a person-

al public profession of  the faith and a lifelong pledge of  faithfulness to Christ. 

 

Ranaya Conrad 

Hayden davies  

Ryan kies 

Tyler kies  

TJ leonard  

Cole pitchford  

Erin stephens  

Trey werntz  

                  Confirmation RehearsalñMay 20th @ 10:00 am 

  Confirmation BreakfastñMay 21th @ 9:30 am 

C  C  

 Graduation     

 

 

Our 2017 Graduates 
 

MACKENZIE BATES 

CONOR BEER 

KATE COOK 

SAM COOK 

JENNIFER FERREE 

GRACE MARTIN 

ELIOT WILSON    
10:30 am Recognition Service:  Sunday, May 28th, 2017  
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 Welcoming St. Johnôs New Members 

C  C  

 On April 9, 2017, we celebrated our new members at the 10:30 service, and 
welcomed them into the St. Johnôs family.  So pleased to have each of you! 
 

 
Clint & Joyce Bostick 

 
Chris & Carrie Clark & daughters, Anna & Maggie 

 
Shaun & Amanda Pfeil & daughter, Harper 

 
Jessica  Roberts 

 
Brandon & Courtney Wilson, & son, Benjamin 

 
Gabrielle Wilson, daughter of Brandon Wilson 

 
Reece Wilson, daughter of Brandon Wilson 

 
Ron Young 

 
 



 

In March, we had sales of  
$1,841.06 from 653 customers. 

18 individuals were assisted for a 
value of  $394.19.  16 Individuals 
received free clothing. 

Nursing Home Communion Services 

In order to provide communion for St. Johnôs members who live in nursing homes, monthly 
worship services are scheduled.  All residents of these nursing homes are invited to attend, 
and members of St. Johnôs are encouraged to come and accompany a family member or 
friend.  Services scheduled for May: 

 

Fair Haven County Home        Dorothy Love Retirement Community 

Tuesday, May 2nd                 Tuesday, May 16th   

2:30 p.m.           1:15 p.m. 
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Anyone interested in volunteering at 
St. Johnôs Thrift Shop?  Do you have 
a friend that is looking to serve?  
Please give Molly Schriber a call at 
492-0337 and find out what our minis-
try is all about! 

C  C  

St. Johnôs Thrift Shop 

New Thirft Shop phone number: 

(937) 492-0337 

     THRIFT SHOP LEADERS 

         MAY 

May 1-5  Rhonda Vance 498-1357 

May 8-12  Molly Schriber 492-0337 

May 15-19  Lynn Kearns 726-0106 

May 22-26  Betty Baker 492-8108 

May 29-June 2 Molly Schriber 492-0337 
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Official Acts for April 

Serving the Lord in May 

  Burial: Betty Eckhart, April 8, 2017  

      

  Marriages:     

   

  Baptisms: Benjamin Michael Wilson, April 2, 2017  

Altar Guild:  May:   Judy Paul, Linda Steenrod, Gaile Schriber 

   

Communion Assistants:  

May 7          8:30 am Myron Koester   

      10:30 am  Kathy Iwanski  

May 14         8:30 am  Holly Fannon 

       10:30 am  Kathy Iwanski  

May 28    8:30 am   

   10:30 am   

           

 

 

     Lectors   Acolytes 

 

May 7          8:30 am     Olivia Cook & Claire Henman 

      10:30 am      Wyatt Bisbee & Parker Herrick 

May 14         8:30 am  Kermit Dorsey Olivia Cook & Claire Henman 

       10:30 am      Wyatt Bisbee & Parker Herrick 

May 21    8:30 am      Olivia Cook & Claire Henman 

   10:30 am      Wyatt Bisbee & Parker Herrick 

May 28    8:30 am     Olivia Cook & Claire Henman 

   10:30 am  Kathy Vogler Wyatt Bisbee & Parker Herrick  
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 St. Johnôs Community of Ministries & Events  

 

Altar Guild 

 

Community Meal - 

 May 27th @ 11:00 am 

 

Joy Circle 

 May 16th  @ 9:30 am 

 

Lunch Bunch 

 

Menôs Breakfast 

 Fridays @ Perkins 6:30 am 

 

Praise Band 

 Tuesdays @ 5:30 pm 

 

Quilting Circle 

  May 24th  @ 9:00 am 

 

Thrift Shop 

 

Wired for Christ 

  Sundays @ 9:30 Practice 

 

 

 

Community Meal 
        May 27th   

      11:00 to 12:00  

Fundraiser 

Council of Religious Education  will be having 
their biannual chicken and pork dinner sale. 

Saturday, May 6th 

Menards Parking Lot 

11:00 am until 6:30 pm, $7.50 each 

Advance tickets call 492-2328 

 I send heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your overwhelm-
ing generosity and thoughtfulness in celebrating my 30 years as or-
ganist at St. Johnôs.  What a wonderful day it was! 
 I will always cherish and proudly display the elegant procla-
mation you presented to me. The beautiful organ flowers that you 
honored me with were so lovely, and  being able to enjoy them later 
at home made my celebration last all week long! 
 My reception was absolutely marvelous! The food was so 
delicious and so artistic and attractive!  My cake was too gorgeous to 
eat!  However, how happy I was when it was served because it was 
truly out-of-this world! 
 I received many thoughtful and generous gifts.  Thank you, 
thank you for each one!  Countless, stunning  cards and notes with 
such inspiring and heart-touching sentiments poured like rain into 
my ñcard basketò that day and over-flowed into my home mailbox 
for days!  On this great and memorable day, my church family truly 
exemplified to me Godôs graciousness:  Love beyond measure!  
How blessed I am! 
 What a privilege it has been to serve at St. Johnôs as organist.  
I want you to know I am just as much looking forward to my 31st 
year in this post as I was year No. 1.  It has a lot to do with each of 
you.  Not only are you beyond great at supporting, encouraging, and 
showing appreciation of music at St. Johnôs; but, more importantly, 
such a precious caring family of faith to me! 
Thanks, again, to each of you. 
Becky Mann  
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 St. Johnôs Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
April 10, 2017 

April , 2017 Council Meeting 
Call to Order ï Kathy Vogler 
Opening Devotions ï Pastor Jon 
Adoption of Agenda ï A motion to accept the agenda for the April meeting was made by Kathy Iwanski and seconded by Sandy Ike.  The 
motion was passed.   

New Business ï  
Council Member Resignation  ï Brian Lundy submitted his letter of resignation from church council.  A motion to accept his resignation 
was made by Ted Tinsler and seconded by Rob Cook.  The motion was passed.   

Grief Share ï This is a faith-based grief support group.  St. Michaelôs church, in Ft Loramie, is a local host facility.  Ellen Joslin and Bobbi 
Bender (a representative of the program) explained the program to Pastor Jon.  It is a 13-wk program, with 1 İ hr meetings each week.  
Meetings consist of videos, group discussion and devotions.  Sessions are held twice per year.  Hosting the program as an outreach program 
to the community will not cost the congregation anything.  If St Johnôs becomes a hosting facility for Grief Share, we would be listed in 
their directory.  Charlotte Puthoff made a motion to allow St Johnôs to become a hosting facility for the program.  Kathy Vogler seconded 
the motion.  The motion was passed.          

Old Business - 
Computers ï 2 office computers still need replaced.  They will cost @ $450 - $500 each.  These were approved last year, so no further ac-
tion is needed; they need only be purchased.  
Bat Removal ï So far, we have received $10,000 from the insurance company.  Jeff Fannon has been trying to get in touch with them about 
the rest of the costs.  The bats are still leaving, but canôt get back in.  Clean-up will start in the spring.   
Council roster update ï With the resignation of Brian Lundy, we now need 2 council members.  The executive committee met prior to the 
council meeting to discuss potential candidates.  The list was brought before council and members will call candidates.   
Flagpole ï The flag pole has been ordered, and some donations have been received already.  An announcement about the flagpole and in-
structions for donating will be made at church services soon.     
City Inspection ï Bob Vogler contacted contractors to obtain quotes for the mandated sewer line inspection of our 3 properties. Regal 
Plumbing quoted $1,300 and Tom and Jerryôs quoted $1,620 to inspect all 3 properties.  A motion to hire Regal Plumbing to perform the 
inspection was made by Steve Holt and seconded by Rob Cook.  The motion was passed.   

Theological Discussion ï council had a round-table discussion about church attendance and participation in general and how we can reach 
out to meet the needs of more people.  
Secretaryôs Report ï A motion was made by Abby Steinke to approve the March Secretaryôs Report.  The motion was seconded by Kathy 
Iwanski.   The motion was passed.  
Treasurerôs Report ï A motion was made by Rob Cook to approve the March Treasurerôs Report.  The motion was seconded by Jill 
Bisbee.  The motion was passed.  Jeff asked council to consider what should be done with some funds that are sitting in Unbudgeted Be-
nevolences that will never be used.               

Staff Reports:  
   Pastor Jon ï Council members will be receiving faith papers written by the 9th grade confirmation class.  We will be discussing these 
papers and recommending the class for Confirmation at Mayôs council meeting.   
   Jess ï Per submitted report.  She has been working on the website.  If anyone has ideas or needs anything added/updated, please let her 
know.  The Mission-Trip group has concluded their Perfectly Posh fundraiser.  They are looking at doing one more fundraiser such as a 
bake sale around Motherôs Day.   The youth will be participating in the 7:00 am SonRise Service on Easter morning, as well as the Easter 
breakfast.  There will be a meeting on May 7th for anyone interested in attending the ELCA National Youth Gathering in 2018.  Jess wants 
to contact other area youth groups to discuss traveling together.  Now that she has a better idea of our church and community, Jess would 
like to explore some changes to the catechism program for next year.   

Committee Reports 
Evangelism ï Contacted a Billboard provider who advertises on a portable advertising trailer.  The trailer is 8ô x 14ô.  Their sugges-
tion was to contract for 2 months of advertising.  Cost would be @ $300 to produce the signage and $400/month to advertise.  Myron 
Koester already agreed to place the ñbillboardò in front of Perkins on SR 47.   
Property ï Talked about the pot-holes in the parking lot.  We asked about a temporary fix.  Jon will ask Bob if he knows of anything 
that could work until our budget allows for a more permanent fix.   

Parish Life ï Mother-Daughter Banquet planned for May 15th.  No theme planned yet, but they are still working on it.  


